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Easter 
By Helen Coale Crew 


HE little Christ-Babe of Bethlehem 
To grave, sweet boyhood grew ; 
And the Boy waked unto the perfect Man 
Who drank of the sorrow of God’s great plan, 
And knew the cross and the grave’s dark span, 
And tears, and death’s cold dew. 


Now bloom, O flower of hyacinth ‘ 
And leap, O crocus-flame ! 
And all ye little glad daffodils 
Thrill to His glorious name! 
For He who went to his sorrowful death 
Gave life fragrance and beauty and breath ; 
Gave new hope to boy and man 
And babe, when he finished God’s great plan— 
When out of the grave he came! 


KTS RIAL 


An ideal Easter gift for members of your Sunday- 
school class or for friends is one of the attractive 1915 
Booklets of the Bible Success mec usglp One copy costs 15 
cents, or quantities of ten or more be ordered at 10 
cents each, from The Sunday School Times Company. 
Easter is an appropriate time to join the Band, whose 
sey 2 each day try to learn one verse of the Word 
“* by heart.”” 





a 
Christian Drunkards—and Others 


There is no more excuse for a Christian losing 
his temper than there is for his getting drunk. Often 
there is ss excuse for the ‘‘temper intemperance,’’ 
Christians do both these things. One is as dishonor- 
ing to God as the other. The question recently was 
raised in a Bible Class, whether a man could be a 
Christian and get intoxicated. Many in the class be- 
lieved that such a man was not a real Christian. A 


strong protest arose when it was suggested that on the 
same basis one who lost his temper was not a real 
Christian, The sad truth is that many whom Christ 
has redeemed grieve the Holy Spirit within them by 
committing these and all other sins. But Christ 
has promised to cleanse Christians from af iniquity ; 
and it is dishonoring to refuse to let him cure the sin 
of impatience or. any sin that we know defeats us. 
Let us be severe judges of sin in ourselves, whatever 
form it take. Let us be as intolerant with our sin of 
impatience or irritation as a Christian drunkard 
should be with his sin, 
ax 


Those Little Things 

Only a God as great as ours would be as interested 
as he is in the littlest things of our life. ‘* What 
queer experiences some of us, in our dulness,’’ writes 
a missionary, ‘* have to go through, in order to learn 
many primary lessons, I had to learn from the 
Chinese Christians to go to God with ‘little’ things ; 
and in the spirit of a child."” We know that a 
mother would be indignant if it were suggested that 
the trifles that are or seem important to her baby are 
beneath her interest. And our Heavenly Father is 
not outdone, in his interest in his children, by any 
earthly mother. We wound him when we do not take 
to him any least matter in our life that interests us. 


a? 
Unhindered Union 


Do you believe in union with Christ? Ifyou do, 
and if you accepted him as your Saviour, then you 
must remember that he has made you and himself 
one person,—and he is the Person. Billy Suaday 
sharply exposed the counterfeit Christian when he 
recently hurled into the teeth of a Philadelphia audi- 
ence the accusation : ‘‘ There’s about the same con- 


Have You Proved 


CHRISTIAN professor in a large university, 

who was recognized as the real spiritual leader 

in. the institution, was asked by one of his 
students, ‘*Do you think we can be absolutely sure 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead ?’’ 

This was the measured, deliberate answer : 

**I do not think that we can be sure about the 
resurrection. I believe that Christ rose from the 
dead, but I do not think that it can be proved beyond 
a doubt.”’ 

Was he right? Must the resurrection of our Lord 
rest upon a faith that falls short of the same surety 
that we have in our knowledge that Jesus Christ 
actually lived on the earth ? 

It has been asserted over and over again that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the best attested 
of all historical facts. And, indeed, it has been 
noted that in recent years one after another of the 
theories of the resurrection that are opposed to the 
Gospel facts has been demolished. To-day it may 
truly be said that the unbelieving scholars,are grop- 
ing around for some explanation of the history of the 
Christian Church that does not need to admit the 
Gospel stories of the resurrection. The theories of 
fraud on the part of the disciples, of delusion, of 
non-death, and the vision hypothesis need only to be 
presented clearly to have an intelligent mind dis- 
card them. Edersheim has well said of Keim ;: ‘the 
greatest of negative critics has, by the admission of 
his inability to explain the resurrection in a natural 
manner, given the fullest confirmation to the funda- 
mental article of our Christian faith.*’ 

But when all is said, the failure of the critics to 
offer a counter explanation does not constitue a log- 


nection between some of you people and the body of 
Jesus Christ as there is between a wooden leg and a 
real man!’’ Christ stands ready to be our actual, 
literal life. He is, indeed, the life of all Christians, 
even of those who give little evidence of his indwell- 
ing. If we would have him as our abundant, easily 
seen, empowering and overflowing life, then we must 
yield wholly to him and let him have his way. There 
are paralyzed, impotent fingers or limbs belonging to 
living human bodies. So there are real members of 
Christ's body—-not wooden, but real—which never- 
theless are impotent and for all practical purposes 
lifeless, Such are those Christians who are unwilling 
to receive the fulness of their Life. Why not take all 
that there is of our Lord ? 


> 
Our Duty to Make Enemies 


To incur enmity is a necessary part of the life of 
triumph in Christ. Christians carry to men a mes- 
sage of death as well as of life; and men know it. 
If we speak and live the whole counsel of God we 
shall not sin by making friends among those who 
ought to be our enemies. When the murderers of 
Stephen gnashed on him with their teeth they were 
enraged not alone by his words, but by that face 
which was as ‘‘ the face of an angel.’’ Stephen him- 
self was his own ‘‘defense,’’ and he was the con- 
demnation of those judges, ‘*We are a sweet savor 
of Christ unto God’’—a savor of death to those that 
perish and a savor of life to those that are saved. 
Even among the murderers of Stephen stood a Paul, 
and that inspired face of the first martyr became one 
of the savors of life to the great apostle. As God 
‘¢maketh manifest through us the savor of his knowl- 
edge in every place,"’ Jet us boldly carry his message 
of death and of life, rejoicing in persecution while 
praying for the persecutors. 


<% 


the Resurrection ? 


ical proof that the resurrection is a fact. And if it 
did, that proof would be powerless to win men to a 
heart belief in the resurrection. 

The resurrection of our Lord does not rest upon his- 
torical evidence. That evidence does not constitute 
the best proof of the resurrection. Nor does it con- 
stitute the witness that Christians may give with 
power to the resurrection. At the very best we of 
to-day can have no such physical evidence of the res- 
urrection as the apostles had, They were eye-wit- 
nesses of the death and the resurrection. They spoke 
of things that they had seen and heard. But mark it 
well: this historical evidence was not what gave 
power to the witnessing of the apostles, 

Jesus himself, before his ascension did not attempt 
to give evidenceof his resurrection to unbelievers, For 
ten days after the ascension the apostles did not give 
this witness, and had they attempted to do so it 
doubtless would have been without power. The his- 
torical fact of the resurrection did not prepare them to 
give a testimony that brought conviction to men’s 
hearts and started the Christian church. They could 
not give this powerful witness to the resurrection umti/ 
the resurrection-life was imparted to them. And the 
glad, ringing Easter truth to-day in this twentieth 
century is that what these apostles had nineteen hun- 
dred years ago, what these men had who were eye- 
witnesses of our Lord’s resurrection, may be our 
present-day possession, The unanswerable proof of 
the resurrection does not lie back there among the 
historical facts of nineteen hundred years ago. It is 
a present fact, capable of present demonstration. The 
whole glad message of the New Testament on the 
resurrection makes this clear. . It ties the resurrection 
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to the present moment, and urgently invites us to 
share the secret. 

Paul, the great apostle of the resurrection and 
teacher of resurrection truth, makes direct mention of 
the resurrection of our Lord in twenty-five passages. 
One of these passages points back to the historical 
fact, showing that ‘‘ Jesus was declared to be the Son 
of God with power... by the resurrection from the 
dead."’ Six of these passages point toward the 
future, holding up the resurrection of Christ as the 
earnest and hope of the resurrection of our own bodies. 
Five of these six, including the great resurrection 
chapter in 1 Corinthians 15, touch also upon the rela- 
tion of the resurrection to the present life. In the 
other nineteen passages the whole emphasis is a pres- 
ent-day emphasis, and the resurrection is tied up 
inseparably with the spiritual experience of every 
Christian. Paul proclaims the glad, living resurrec- 
tion truth—that our Lord’s resurrection is reproduced 
in every believer, that the exact likeness of the resur- 
rection of Christ is found in evezy one of Christ's 
brothers, who also are living the resurrection life. To 
prove the resurrection, then, we need not ask if the 
facts of nineteen hundred years ago have been veri- 
fied ; but are the New Testament teachings of the 
resurrection experience of to-day found true ? 

The heart of the truth is given in Romans 6 : 1-14: 
** We were baptized therefore with him through bap- 
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have become 
united with him in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection.’’ And so 
the great argument continues, pointing out in the 
present-day life of Christians the marks of the resur- 
rected Lord. Ephesians 1 : 15-23 includes Paul's 
great prayer in which he makes the request that they 
may know ‘‘ what [is] the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to that work- 
ing of the strength of his might which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and made 
him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places."’ 
Paul counted all things to be loss that he might know 
him and the power of his resurrection. It is that 
power, Paul says, which God used to raise Christ, 
which is the same power God has used to make a new 
creation of every Christian. 

Through all the history of Redemption there run 
two great streams of the human and the divine. Re- 
demption is through the Son of man and the Son of 
God; through blood and through power ; through 
death and through life; through crucifixion and 
through resurrection, ‘*He was crucified through 
weakness, yet he liveth through the power of God."’ 

And what Christ has gone through, at every stage 
the members of his body are to share. He was cru- 
cified. We were crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be done away. He was raised by the 
power of the Father; and we through that same 
power live a resurrection life, having the earnest of it 
in the Holy Spirit, and looking for the completion of 
it in the redemption and resurrection of our bodies. 

We are not saved through blood alone, but through 
blood and power. Not through Christ's death alone, 
but through his resurrection, And of that second 
part of our salvation thousands of Christians have 
never taken possession, This is the ‘‘much mere"’ 
salvation that Christ hungers to have us receive, 
Paul tells about it in Romans § : 6-11 : ‘*God com- 
mendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be 
saved from:the wrath of God through him, For if, 
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more, being rec- 
onciled, shall we be saved by his life."* The glori- 
ous salvation that we have through his death was not 
complete until that continual and marvelous salvation 
through his resurrection life was imparted to us. 

The resurrection life then is the life that is Christ. 
‘I am the resurrection."” Not a Christ that was 
crucified and rose again nineteen hundred years ago, 
but the living Christ who is to-day dwelling within 
his temple. ‘‘I have been crucified with Christ ; 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me."" The New Testament takes the whole discus- 
sion: of our Lord’s resurrection frem First Century 
history and puts it in present-day living experience. 

When the world asks for an infallible proof of the 
resurrection, we should be able to answer by pointing 

to one of the new creations in Christ, the product and 
the living evidence of resurrection power. But why, 
if every Christian has in his body the Holy Spirit, 
who imparts this new life,—why does the evidence 
not show in joy, in peace, in power, in victory over 
sin? Why are all not experiencing the three ‘« F's"’ 
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From a Veteran Pastor's Prayers 


Our Heavenly Father, we rejoice in the privilege of 
living in a day of large things and interests. 
Widen our vision. So 











—Fellowship, Freedom, and Fruit-bearing? Is it 


God’s failure? The resurrection is indeed God’s 
work. Only he can do it, But he can only do it 
when, by surrender to him and faith in him, we let 
him work with power in us. 

If any Christian in this 1915 Easter time who reads 
these words does not understand the glory and the 
power that are pictured, let him take no rest until he 
learns and enters into. the simple secret, Last sum- 
mer, at the Princeton Conference, a group of young 
men were bowing in prayer under a tree that had wit- 
nessed the beginning of many a miracle of grace, and 
sent forth men to win great victories on the foreign 
mission field. Charles E. Scott was with the young 
men in that group. He told them of miracles that 
had taken place in China. One of the men prayed 
that they might not only hear of these great things 


happening in a far-off land, but that there and then, , 


that night, the same miracle of resurrection power 


influence of a Y. M.C. A. col that m 
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might be worked. One strong 
group was fresh from the cold, blightin 


man in that 

deadening 

és its name 
a mockery by taking away the living Lord of super- 
natural power. The Spirit of God had gripped this 
young man when he came to that conference, where 
the power that was so clearly absent from his college 
was working. A terrible soul-struggle was going on. 
As he was on the point of surrendering all to Christ, 
there would come between him and his new faith the 
memory of one of his old professors, with his kind and 
winning personality and his reasonable arguments for 
the «liberal view.’’ 

As Mr. Scott told of the miracles in China, he illus- 
trated with the story of the lame man, ‘‘ When Peter 
said to the lame man, Rise up and walk, the man 
might have exclaimed, ‘‘ Rise up and walk! Why, 
that is the very thing that I cannot do!’’ When 
Christ tells us to live the resurrection life, we do not 
feel the power surging through us, and we sit in un- 
belief. Faith seems an unreasonable thing. But 
when the simple step of faith is taken, then the power- 
comes surging in, and we are able not only to rise 
and walk, but to leap and run. 

So it was under the tree with that young college 
student. He made the surrender,—a ‘‘stingy sur- 
render’’ he called it, but the hands that were feebly 
stretched out in weakness the God of power took. 
To-day that man is secretary of a Y. M. C. A., with a 


, new passion for winning souls, .One after another of 


his old college mates he endeavors to bring within 
the spell of this new gospel of his. 

It is the gospel ot the Resurrection Life; the Life 
that is Christ. 





The Worst Boy in the School 


Have you ever tried to teach the worst boy in 


your Sunday-school? Many a teacher has. He 
often gets the coveted reputation of being ‘‘the bad 
boy’’ by going the rounds of several teachers, A 
host of teachers will sympathize with part, at least, of 
the experience set forth in the following letter from a 
New York State reader : 


Years ago, when I was just beginning to teach in Sun- 
day-school, I was asked to take a class of boys aged from 
twelve to fourteen. One of them had been in every class 
in the school, and was so troublesome no one would keep 
him. ‘The superintendent said to me, ‘I shall be obliged 
to forbid his coming to the school if you will not give him 
a trial,"’ 

After praying about it I consented to take the class. It 
seemed impossible to get him to try to behave. He seemed 
to take special delight in doing everything hé could to be 
mean. I didn't wonder none of the teachers would keep 
him in their classes. I prayed and.tried every way | knew 
how to win the boy, but without success. 5 

After a while, in a state of complete discouragement, I 
wrote a personal letter to Mr. H. Clay Trumbull) He 
very kindly answered it, giving me some suggestions, and 
asked me to write again, which I did. He kept advising 
me, and assured me he was praying for the boy and nie. 

Before six months that boy had the reputation of bein 
**the dest boy in the school."’ I sincerely thanked God 
and Mr. Trumbull-for it. I've always felt Ae deserved the 
credit for my success. ‘To-day that boy is a sturdy mem- 
ber of the church,-and a most successful teacher of just 
such bad boys as he was. : 

I always felt free to write to Mr. Trumbull for advice in 
my Sunday-school work, and it was always freely given, 
and most helpful. I prize The Sunday School Times 
most highly. 


And we have the same Lord who brought to pass 
this utter change in the life of a boy. He will do it 
in our classes, if we ask him. 

Such experiences as this, in the life of H. Clay 
Trumbull, who was Editor of The Sunday School 
Times from 1875 until his death in 1903, enter into 
the reasons that have led the Trustees of The Moody 
Bible Insgitute of Chicago to plan to dedicate the 
assembly room in the new Administration Building 
to the memory of Dr. Trumbull. This letter was 
called out by the request in The Sunday School Times 
of February 6 for expressions of opinion as to naming 
that assembly room Trumbull Hall. Letters of loving 
appreciation and votes of approval have poured in 
from almost every state and province in the United 
States and Canada. And now The Moody Bible Insti- 
tute is giving those who have been blessed either by Dr. 
Trumbull’s personal influence, or by the work.that he 
did in making The Sunday School Times what it is, 
an opportunity to share directly in the erection of 
Trumbull Hall. Friends of Dr. Trumbull and of The 
Sunday School. Times will be interested in the an- 





nouncement on the last cover page of this Easter 
Number. The letters there published are only a few 
among the many received. The members of Dr, 
Trumbull’s family and the management of The Sun- 
day School Times will be grateful for all that the read- 
ers of the Times may do in participating in the 
Trumbull memorial hall at Chicago. 


— 
Who Have Received the Holy Spirit? 


Should we pray for the Holy Spirit?—A KENTUCKY 

READER. 

It would not be honoring God to pray for what he 
has already given. And he gave the Holy Spirit to 
every believer in answer to the prayer of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his Son, who promised: ‘I will pray 
the: Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
even the Spirit of truth... he abideth with you, 
and shall be in you.’’ 

Every Christian, whether he knew it or not, received 
the Holy Spirit at his conversion. And the Spirit 
does not leave even if the Christian is living in 
sin, ‘Some of the Corinthian believers were living in 
gross sin when Paul asked them, ‘‘ Know ye not that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in 
you, which ye have from God ?”’ 

Even to the unbeliever the Holy Spirit comes not 
so much in answer to prayer as in answer to obedi- 
ence to the command : repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ ; then ** ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit’’ (Acts 2 : 38). 

For the Christian to pray that he may receive the 
Spirit is to suggest that he has no part in Christ ; for 
*¢if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his’’ (Rom. 8:9). ‘*And no man can say, Jesus 
is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit’’ (1 Cor. 12 : 3). 

The New Testament emphasizes over and over the 
truth of the indwelling Spirit in every believer. But 
with no less urgency it emphasizes that not all Chris- 
tians are walking in the Spirit—that some are walking 
after the flesh. God pleads with his ghildren to yie/d 
to the Spirit who is within. The divine exhortation 
is, ** Be filled with the Spirit.’” If we have not the 
joy and victory that come in the Spirit-filled life, it 
is probable that prayer is not the chief need. It is 
ytelding that is needed—the absolute surrender to the 
Spirit's wishes, and then the same simple faith in the 
promises of the fulness of the Spirit that we used in 
receiving Christ as Saviour. 1 





1 The office and work of the Holy Spirit, and the secret of knowin 
and receiving his fulness, are admirably set forth in “* The Three-Fol 
Secret of the Holy Spirit,” by James H. McConkey. This book is 
not sold, but will be sent free upon application to Fred Kelker, Box 
216, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Why Jesus Died and Rose Again ] 


From a Sermon on the Atonement 





‘* For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God ?”’ (Heb. 9: 13, 14.) 


HEN I see Moses leading the people out of bon- 
dage where they for years had bared their backs 
to the taskmaster’s lash ; when I see the lowing 

herds and the high priest standing before the altar 
severing the jugular vein of the rams and the bullocks, 
on until Christ cried out from the cross, ‘It is fin- 
ished !'’"—-God was preparing the picture for its con- 
summation in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 

No sooner had Adam and Eve sinned and seen 
their nakedness than they sought to cover themselves ; 
and it is the same to-day. When man sees himself 
in his sins, uncovered, he tries to cover himself in 
philosophy or some fake. 

But God looked through the fig leaves and the foliage, 
and God walked out into the field, and slew the beasts, 
and took their skins and wrapped them around Adam 
and Eve; and from that day to to-day when a man 
has been a sinner and has covered himself it has been 
by and through faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 

An old infidel said to me once : ‘* But I don’t be- 
lieve in atonement by blood, It doesn’t come up to 
my ideas of what is right.’’ 

I said ; ‘*To perdition with you and your ideas of 
what is right! Do you think God is coming down 
here to consult you with your great intellect and won- 
derful brain, and find out what you think is right be- 
fore he does it ?’’ 

I have read a great deal that has been written against 
the atonement from the infidel standpoint, —Voltaire, 
Huxley, Spencer, Didereau, Volney, Bradlaugh, Paine, 
on down to Bob Ingersoll,—and I have never found 
an argument that would stand the test of common 
sense ind common reasoning. If any one tells me he 
has tossed on the scrap heap the atonement by blood, 
I say, ‘‘ What have you to offer that is better?’ 

And until they can show me something that is better 
I'll nail my hopes to the cross. 

You say you don’t believe in the innocent suffering 
for the guilty. Then I say to you, you haven't seen 
life as I have seen it up and down the country. 


Life As It Actually Is 

The innocent suffer with the guilty, by the guilty, 
and for the guilty. Look at that old mother waiting 
with tembling heart for the son she has brought into 
the world. And see him come staggering in and reel 
to bed while his mother prays and weeps and soaks 
the pillow with her tears over her godless boy. 

Who suffers most, the mother or that godless 
maudlin bum? You have only to be the mother of a 
boy like that to know who suffers most. Then you 
won't say anything about the plan of redemption and 
of Jesus Christ suffering for the guilty. 

Look at that young wife, waiting for the man whose 
name she bears, and whose face is woven in the fiber 
of her heart. The man she loves and waits for in 
fright, when he comes reeking from the stench of 
the breaking of his marriage vows, from the arms of 
infamy. 

Who suffers most? That poor, dirty, triple extract 
of vice and sin? You have only to be the wife of a 
husband like that to know whether the innocent suf- 
fer for the guilty or not. 

Who suffers most, the woman mianicuring her nails 
over a washboard to keep her little’ brood together, or 
her drunken bum of a husband in Bridewell getting 
his just deserts for his acts ? 

You have only to be the wife of a man like that to 
know whether the innocent suffer with the guilty. 

So when you don’t like the plan of redemption 
because the innocent suffer with the guilty, I say you 
don’t know what is going on. It's the plan of life 
everywhere. When some one tells you that your re- 
ligion is a bloody religion and the Bible is a bloody 
book tell them yes, Christianity is a bloody religion, 
the gospel is a bloody gospel, the Bible is a bloody 
book, the plan of redemption is bloody. 

Itis. A body without the blood is a dead, lifeless 
lump. You take the blood of Jesus Christ out of 
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Christianity and the Bible isn’t worth the paper it is 
written on. It would be worth no more than your 
body with the blood taken out. The Bible without 
the blvod of Jesus Christ would be a meaningless jar- 
gon and jumble of words. 

If it weren't for the atoning blood you might as 
well rip the roofs off the churches, and burn them 
down. They aren't worth anything. 

But as long as the blood is on the mercy-seat the 
sinner can return, and by no other way. There is 
nothing else. It stands for the redemption. You 
are not redeemed by silver or gold, but by the blood 
of Jesus Christ. 

Some man says read good books, do good deeds, 
live a good life, and you'll be saved. You'll be 
damned, That's what you will, All the books in 
the world won't keep you out of hell without the aton- 
ing bleod of Jesus Christ. It’s Jesus Christ or nothing 
for every sinner on God's earth. 


** Your Slaughter-House Religion ” 

**} don’t believe in your slaughter-house religion," 
you say. Well, if you ever walk the streets of heaven 
it will. be because you have entered by way of the 
slaughter-house religion of Jesus Christ. 

Without it not a sinner in Philadelphia will ever be 
saved. Jesus has paid for your sins with his blood. 
The doctrine of universal salvation is a lie. I wish 
every one would be saved, but they won’t. You will 
never be saved if you reject the blood. If you reject 
it you'll go to hell. For God isn’t going to cram it 
down your throat as they do a piece of meat down a 
python at the zoological garden when it won’ t eat. 

I remember when I was a secretary of the Y. M.C. A. 
in Chicago I was going down Madison Street and had 
just crossed Dearborn Street when I saw a newsboy 
with a young sparrow in his hand. 

** Let that little bird go,"’ said I. 

‘* Aw, gwan with you, you big mutt,’’ he answered, 

‘*T'll give you a penny for it.’’ 

** Not on your tintype.”’ 

«‘T’ll give you a nickel.”’ 

‘* Boss, I'm from Missouri,’’ said the boy; ‘‘come 
across with the dough."’ 

I offered it to him, but he said, ‘Give it to that 
guy there,’’ and I gave it to the guy he indicated and 
took the sparrow. 

I held it for a moment, and then it fluttered and 
gtruggled and finally reached the window ledge on a 
second story across the street. And other birds flut- 
tered around over my head and seemed to say in bird 
language, ‘‘ Thank you, Bill.’’ 

The kid looked at me in wonder, and said, ‘‘Say, 
boss, why didn’t you chuck that nickel in a sewer ?’’ 

I told him that he was just like that bird. He was 
in the grip of the Devil, and the Devil was too strong 
for him, just as he was too strong for the sparrow. 
And just as I could do with the sparrow what I wanted 
to after I had paid for it because it was mine, God 
had paid a price for him far greater than I had for the 
sparrow, for he had paid it with the blood of his Son, 
and he wanted to set him free. 

Why do you want to be a sinner and refuse to 
yield? You are withholding from God what he paid 
for on the cross. When you refuse you are not giving 
God a square deal... . 

If you’ ll doubt your beliefs, and believe your doubts, 
it won't be long before doubt will be more reasonable 
to you than belief. 

You can argue against almost everything : you can 
argue against the Bible ; you can argue against reli- 
gion ; you can argue against heaven ; you can argue 
against hell ; you can argue against Christ. But you 
can t argue against sin. It's in the world : S-I-N. ° 

I was going to work one day while I was at the 
Y. M. C. A. in Chicago, and as I started to cross the 
bridge I saw fifty or a hundred people at the other 
end. I went over to them, and there below the police 
were taking the body of a floater out of the river. 

They hooked his clothing and brought him out on 
the bank. I saw one side of his face where a blow 
had cut away the flesh. There was a big hole in his 
shirt front where a diamond had been torn away. His 
finger was cut where a ring had been taken. His 
watch chain was hanging out where the watch had 
been cut away. 


His pockets were turned inside out, 


and in his temple were two purple holes where they 
had sent two 32-calibre bullets crashing through his 
brain, and then had dumped him into the river. 

I didn’t say municipal ownership. I didn’t say 
government ownership. I didn't say lower tariff. I 
looked back of all that, back of free trade, free libra- 
ries, ship subsidy, and all of the political and socio- 
logical and psychological questions of the day, and I 
saw S-I-N, sin. 

Sin put that flesh wound there, 

Sin flung that club. 

Sin stole that diamond, 

Sin cut away that ring. 

Sin rifled those pockets. 

Sin sent those bullet-holes through his head. 

Sin dumped him in the river. 

You can't argue against sin. It’s in the world, and 
the only power against it is found in Jesus Christ. 
You can talk on anything else until you are black in 
the face. 

In a cell in the Harrison Street Police Station in 
Chicago I once saw a man with hair matted, blood- 
shot eyes, dirty and. ragged, nude to the waist, shak- 
ing the bars and clenching his fists. 

I asked the man who was showing me through, 
‘* Ted, is it delirium tremens ?’’ 

He told me that it wasa dope fiend. It's worse than 
booze, for there’s some chance for a drunkard, but 
when the dope gets you it seems like there is absolutely 
no hope. 

I asked, ‘‘ Ted, will you give him dope ?"’ 

And he said he would have to or the man would 
kill himself right there. The police surgeon came up 
with his hypodermic syringe and gave the man an 
injection, and the poor fellow sank back cooing like 
a babe at his mother's breast. I turned and said: 
‘* That is sin."’ 

You can’t argue against sin. 
atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 

We passed on and came to a cell where there were 
a number of young girls, drunkards, thieves, street 
walkers, vagrants, and they were crowded into a cell 
about fourteen feet by twelve feet. 

Some were smoking cigarettes, some were cussing 
until you would stop your ears, and some were engaged 
in the vilest talk they could think of. And once they 
were as pure as the morning dew as they knelt at 
their mother’s knees. And I said, ‘‘ There is sin.’’ 
If you try to take away the power of Jesus Christ you 
are taking away the only panacea against the power 
of the Devil. You can’t argue against it. 

When the Jews were in Egyptian bondage, God told 
them to get ready for the passover, and to dip the 
hyssop in the blood of a kid and strike it over their 
doors ; and every door over which there was this blood 
the angel of death would pass by when he came to 
destroy the firstborn. 


Two Jews Arguing Together 

Here stand two Jews arguing. 

One says, ‘‘Are you going to do it ?’’ 

And the other answers, ‘* Why, I should say I am. 
I'd no more go to bed to-night without it than I would 
kill my wife and children. Are you?’’ 

And the first one answers, ‘‘I should say not. I 
believe that what is to be will be, even if it never comes 
to pass. No, I’m not.”’ 

An Egyptian overhears the Jews arguing. He says, 
‘* They havea great God. He has brought the plagues 
on us; I think I'll do that blood stunt."’ 

And he goes and does it. I can see the death angel 
come. He sees the blood over the door of one Jew 
and passes it by. He sees no blood over the door of 
the other and he slays the firstborn. He sees blood 
above the door of the Egyptian and he passes it by. 
Those without blood above the door he enters. 

Wherever I see blood I'll pass by, says God. And 
God says every one who is not under the blood is a 
sinner, and if you're not under the blood, God pity 
you. There is no other way. God can’t save you if 
you reject the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Years ago there was a ship on the Atlantic and a 
storm arose. ‘The ship sprung a leak and in spite of 
all the’ men could do they could not pump out the 
water fast enough. 

The captain called the-men: to him and told them 
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that he had taken observations and bearings, and unless 
the leak was stopped in twenty hours the boat would 
be at the bottom of the sea. : 

‘I want a man who will volunteer his life to stay the 
intake. It is in the second hold, and about the size of 
a man's arm ; and some one can place his arm in the 
hole and it will hold back the water until we can get 
it pumped out enough."’ 

Not a man stirred. They said they would go back 
to the pumps, and they did. They worked hard, and 
when a man dropped they would drag him away and 
revive him and bring him back. 

The, captain called them again and told them it was 
no use, Unless it was changed they would be at the 
bottom before ten hours unless some one volunteered, 
and in less time than that if a storm arose. 

Then one stepped forward. The old captain stag- 
gered back, 

‘What! my boy ?"’ 

‘Yes, father, I'll go.”’ 

The son sent some endearing words to his mother, 
took one last look at the sky and kissed his father and 
bade the sailors good-by, and went below. He found 
the leak, placed his arm in it, packed rags around it, 
and the men went back to the pumps. 

When day broke they saw the body floating and 
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swaying in the water, but the arm wassstill in the hole. 
And the vessel sailed into port safe, There on the 


coast to-day stands a monument to perpetuate the. 


deed, 

Nineteen hundred years ago this old world sprung 
a leak. God asked for volunteers to stop it, and all 
of the angels and seraphim stood back. Noah, Abra- 
ham, Elijah, Isaiah, David, Jeremiah, Solomon, none 
could go. Then forth stepped God's Son, and he 
said, ‘‘ Father, I'll go." Hedescended, and he died 
on the cross. 

But up from the grave He arose, with mighty triumph 
o'er his foes, Hallelujah, Christ arose! He burst 
his bands of death and the gates of hell, and flew 
through the gates of heaven, while the angels sang 
and would crown him. But he held them back; it 
wasn't time to crown him yet, he said. ‘* Let me 
stand between God and the people’’; and there He 
stands to-day, tle Mediator, with salvation full, free, 
perfect and eternal in one hand, and the sword of in- 
flexible justice in the other. 

The time will come when He'll come with his an- 
gels ; some day He will withdraw his offer of salvation. 
Then—God pity you ! 

Come and accept my: Christ! Who"ll come and 
get under, the blood with me? 
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May the World War Mark a World Revival | 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





If above the roar of the cannon and the whirr of the air-craft in this world-war God 

hears the united intercession of his people, a world revival is inevitable. The spir- 

itual stirrings among the nations that Dr. Griffith Thomas calls attention to may well 

cause a heart-searching, and spur us to add our part to that prayer without which 
God cannot pour out the rich revival blessings that he is longing to give. 1 


WELVE years ago an article appeared in an Eng- 
lish religious paper, suggesting prayer for world- 
wide revival, The editor of that paper was so 

much impressed with this that he immediately took 
steps to form Prayer Circles, which soon spread all 
over the British Empire, and indeed in other parts of 
the world as well. 

Much has come as the result of this volume of in- 
tercession, but much more was earnestly desired and 
expected. Now, however, with the coming of war, 
the minds of many Christians throughout the world 
are in great perplexity, especially in the light of all 
this prayer for revival. Whatcan it mean? War in 
itself is an unmixed evil; it never has been, never 
can be, anything else. ‘‘War is Hell."’ And yet 
may not all this untoward experience be somehow or 
other overruled for good? ‘God makes the wrath of 
man to praise him.'’ Is it possible that this war 
may be used of God to answer prayer for revival, and 
to bring about that for which thousands of Christian 
hearts have been longing for years ? 

Past ‘history tells of striking revivals that have fol- 
lowed in the wake of war. In the fourteenth century 
the preaching of Wycliffe and the Lollards followed 
the wars of England with France, In the seventeenth 
century the spiritual awakening under George Fox 
followed the civil war in England. 

The most striking circumstances of all were seen in 
the wars of Napoleon, 1800-1815, when the state of 
Europe was in many respects at its lowest. Yet that 
time was marked by a singular revival of religion, and 
proved to be one of the greatest periods of missionary 
enterprise. The Baptist Missionary Society was 
founded in 1792, the London Missionary Society in 
1795, the Church Missionary Society in 1799, the 
Religious Tract Society in 1800, and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in 1804. And yet in 1799 the 
Bank of England suspended payment; in 1796 the 
first missionaries of the London. Missionary Society 
were convoyed down the English Channel by British 
war vessels, while the second group were actually cap- 
tured as prisoners of war. 

Again, the Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny 
were followed by the revival of 1859, which affected 
England, Ireland, and the United States. The men- 
tion of Finney is sufficient in this connection. Then, 
it was not long after the great Civil War in the United 
States that Moody's remarkable meetings were held, 
and soon after the Boer War in 1900-1902 came won- 
derful revivals in Wales and India. 

In the light of all these facts, while it is of course 
necessary to distinguish between cause and occasion, 
the association of wars with these periods of spiritual 


revival is at least significant,"and worthy of notice as 
a reason for continued intercession. 

When we turn to the present, we naturally inquire 
whether there are any signs that the present war is 
making a difference in regard to things spiritual. The 
answer is that almost every country affected is already 
showing signs of awakened interest in. religion. 

Take the case of France. There are said to be, 
according to the last census, not less than eight mil- 
lions who declared themselves atheists, Yet the 
bravery of Roman Catholic priests and laymen during 
the last few months has been making a deep impres- 
sion, and the minds of men are turning once again to 
more solemn things, causing unexpected manifesta- 
tions of the old religious spirit which seemed wellnigh 
dead among the vast majority of Frenchmen. Many 
who had not entered a sacred building for years have 
been seen going again before rejoining the army at 
the front. 

One incident, out of others, is particularly note- 
worthy : ‘*On the outskirts of Paris a group of infan- 
trymen met a tall, gray-haired priest who wore a 
medal for saving life. They saluted him, and one of 
them said, ‘ Monsieur l’'Abbe, a week ago we hated 
you. To-day will you shake hands?’ The group 
sat down in the arbor of an inn close by, and. the 
soldiers said, ‘ Monsieur Il’ Abbe, let’s say the Pater- 
noster together.’ '’ 

Then, too, the way in which the French government 
has suppressed the deadly alcoholic drink absinthe 
is another sign of awakened moral sense. When, 
moreover, we read of a thousand women being gath- 
ered for prayer in Paris, we cannot help being im- 
pressed with the hopefulness of the situation, 

With regard to Germany similar testimonies come 
in. In the Missionary Review of the World for Feb- 
ruary a worker speaks of the churches being crowded 
and a great spirit of prayer being shown, with the full 
expectation that God is at work among the people. 
To the same effect are the words of a German profes- 
sor a few weeks ago, who expressed the opinion that 
religion in Germany is taking on a fresh lease of life. 

In Russia, the abolition of the terrible scourge of 
strong drink, ‘‘vodka,’’ means that the government 
did in a moment what would usually have taken years ; 
and it is beyond any imagination on the part. of. peo- 
ple in the West to know what this will mean to Rus- 
sia. And all tidings point to the extent to which the 
Russian soldiers are welcoming gifts of the Scriptures. 
On one occasion the Empress took with her to the 





1 The King’s Great Commission Prayer League, with offices at 808 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, is a, movement that unites many 
Christians in intercessory prayer for a world-wide spiritual awakening 
and for individual soul-winning. 
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front no less than twenty thousand portions; and a 
worker connected with the World’s Evangelical Alli- 
ance, Mr, Podin, writes making an appeal for litera- 
ture, which he says is quickly and eagerly accepted. 

In England the spirit of earnestness is undoubted. 
During August, the holiday season, the churches were 
crowded almost everywhere. A special day of prayer 
and intercession was held in London in Novembez, 
and was attended by crowds representative of all the 
churches, On the first Sunday of January, the Na- 
tional Day of Intercession was observed in every 
denomination throughout the British Empire. The 
country has seen a remarkable diminution of crime, 
an equally striking union of rich and poor, and an 
entire absence of all political strife. The early clos- 
ing of saloons is also of great moment, and judges 
bear testimony to the wonderful results of the war in 
the reduction of outstanding evils. 

A leading clergyman has expressed the opinion that 
never before have people been so ready to listen to 
the gospel, or have attended in such large numbers, 
The Y. ‘M. C. A. and other organizations are doing a 
remarkable work among the soldiers, and on every 
side testimonies abound to the wonderful willingness 
of recruits and men at the front to receive -portions of 
Scripture and to listen to gospel appeals, Several 
organizations, such as the Scripture Gift Mission, the 
Pocket Testament League, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the Religious Tract Society, the Church 
Army and the Open Air Mission, bear definite testi- 
mony to the avidity with which the Scripture and gos- 
pel messages, by word and in print, are received by 
soldiers and sailors. 

The United States itself is not free from this influ- 
ence, for in addition to the practical sympathy shown 
with the sufferers in the Christmas ship and in the 
Red Cross organization, there is a spirit of prayer, a 
renewed interest in prophecy, and a general desire for 
further knowledge, which must have spiritual results. 

When therefore we look at the indications found on 
every hand in connection with the war, we are truly 
right in taking courage as we continue our interces- 
sion. Now, how can all these lessons from the past 
and present best be utilized. 

There must be a constant attitude of trust. As we 
contemplate the fearful struggle now going on, we 
must hear and heed our Lord's words, ‘‘ Let not your 
hearts be troubled ; believe in God, believe also in 
me.”’ As we rest our hearts in faith on God himself, 
we know that all will be weil. 

There must also be a constant and increasing spirit 
of prayer. We must continue to wait on God and 
look up to him in earnest, definite intercession. The 
war cannot possibly make any difference to our need 
of prayer, or to the power of prayer with God, 

There must be a spirit of devout listening to the 
Word of God, Like the psalmist of old we must say, 
‘« I will hear what God, the Lord, will speak.’’ The 
more thoroughly we give our attention to Holy Scrip- 
ture to discover God’s purpose and plan, the better it 
will be for all aspects of the spiritual life. No one 
can study the Word of God in the right way without 
experiencing and reproducing spiritual results, 

There must be a constant spirit of earnest service, 
In England at present there is a commercial motto, 
found almost everywhere, ‘‘ Business as usual,’’ This 
must be true of the Christian church in things spirit- 
ual ; and indeed our motto ought to be, ‘* Business as 
usual, only more so,”’ This is not a time to cease or 
reduce any real work for God, On the contrary, 
service for him must be transacted as never before, 
feeling confident of his presence, power, and blessing. 

Revival has never been dependent on favorable 
conditions ; indeed, it has often come when circum- 
stances have been most untoward and hopeless. The 
day of Pentecost came to the church when no one 
could have expected it except those who had been 
taught by their Master to pray and trust. And when 
the Reformation of the sixteenth century burst upon 
the world, it came in the midst of ecclesiastical dead- 
ness and disloyalty to the plain principles of the New 
Testament. The evangelical revival in the eighteenth 
century found England immersed in deadness and dry- 
ness, and yet it revolutionized the’state of the country. 

All this is a reason for continuing to trust, to pray, 
to listen, and to work. We cannot hurry a revival, 
and we must take care not to advertise one when it 
does not exist. All this will be hindering, not help- 
ing, the progress of the gospel. But when we put 
ourselves in the right position before God he will use 
us, and out of evil will bring good ; out of darkness, 
light ; out of war, peace ; out of deadness, revival. 

Two texts sum up the entire situation : ‘* With God 
all things are possible’’; ‘All things are possible to 
him that believeth.’’ 

Wycuirre Co._ece, Toronto. 
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One by One in Billy Sunday’s Tabernacle 


rsonal work that leads a large proportion of the 
** trail-hitters ’ to make the decision 
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“*Is It You I Was Sent To ?”’ 


PERSONAL worker, who is Raving pone icuous 
success in reaching men in the tabernacle, was 
questioned by a friend as to the secret of his 

success. 

‘*Sometimes,” Mr. S. answered, ‘‘I go from one 
person to atiother speaking to them about Christ, but 
without a strong feeling that God is sending me. I 
feel that I must go on because it is my duty to do it. 
At other times I have laid hold on before the in- 
vitation is given, have met Him face to face and asked 
that he should show me whom to speak to.” __ 

One night there were two young men standing to- 
gether in one of the tabernacle aisles. Mr. S. ap- 
proached them and said, ‘I believe the Lord wants 
me to speak to one of you fellows, but I don’t know 
which one it is. Is it you?” turning to the nearest 
one. 

‘‘No, I ama Christian, and have been for a good 
many years.” , 

‘Ts it you?” Mr. S. repeated, turning to the second 
man, a clean-cut, successful-looking man of about 
thirty. 

He nodded his headinreply. He appeared not able 
to speak, and Mr. S. noticed that tears were coming 
into his eyes. 

‘It's me, all right,” he said. ‘‘I’m supposed to be 
a Christian, but I haven’t been living up to it and I 
am ashamed of myself. I've tried over and over, and 
every time it’s been nothing but failure." 

‘Well, why not make a new start to-night? For- 
get all that failure of the past and make aclean break, 
starting allover again.” 

«*T will.” 

Together they went up the aisle and the tears 
rained down the cheeks of the young man. He was 
broken upcompletely; may God grant that those tears 
were an earnest of a Christian life henceforth not to be 
a sad failure. 

“< 


Four Who Were Past Sixty 


R. K. had secured tickets for two white-haired 
couples past sixty years of age, and had brought 
them to the tabernacle. e had those four 

people much upon his heart, and before the meeting 

started he went to Mr: S., and told him that he wanted 

him to go to them just as soon as the invitation was 
iven. 

et I'll show you where they are,” he said, and took 

his friend to their section of the tabernacle, bringing 

him close behind them so there could be no mistake, 
_** You can reach them a lot better than I can.” 

‘*T'll be glad to speak to them and see what can be 
done.” , 

When the invitation was given, Mr. S. felt led to 
speak to a young man of about twenty-two who was 
not far frem him. He had in mind the doctor’s 
friends, but discovering that the young man was not 
a Christian, he waited to invite him to make the de- 
cision that night. While they were talking together, 
Mr. S. felt a tug at his coat, and there was Dr, K. re- 
minding him of his promise to speak to the old folks. 

‘‘I have to stay here for a few minutes, but I am 
not forgetting them.” He continued pleading with 
the young man, who was hesitating and did not want 
to make the decision immediately. Again Dr. K. 
came up, suggesting that it might be too late if Mr. 
S. did not hurry to his friends. 

As a final word with the young man, Mr. S, turned 
and asked, ‘‘ Will you take the stand to-night ?” 

‘* Yes,” came the answer. 

Mr. S. planned for the young man’s brother, who 
was with him, to take him forward, and then hurried 
back to the doctor’s party. They found that another 
personal worker had been talking with them and urg- 
ing a decision. When Mr. S. came-near, the other 
worker said, ‘‘ This man is keeping three others from 
going forward. They. say they will accept Christ 
to-night if he will go with them.” 

‘* You don’t want to keep anybody out of the King- 
dom, do you,” said Mr. S., turning to the old man. 

‘*No, I do not.” 

‘‘Then why don’t you go forward with them and 
take your stand for Christ ?” 

‘““Oh, I guess I’m too bad,” he answered rather 
lightly. 

‘*Don’t you feel a need for God, for this life and 
the life to come as well?” 

**Yes, I do,” was the reply as he became serious 
and earnest about it. € 

**Don't you think that you can find God to-night, 
if you are willing?” 

** ¥en: 

“Then, why in the name of sense don’t . you. make 





A Paterson Bank President 


said to a newspaper man recently that the 
savings accounts in his bank were increasing 
—and the banker believed it was the result of 
Paterson’s preparations for Billy Sunday’s 
coming. 

You'll want to know what happens in Pater- 
son, N. J., when the Billy Sunday campaign 
Starts there March 28, 

It is a hard proposition to win that town,— 
foreign born or children of foreign perhaps 75 
percent of the population, 

But Paterson is already on fire for Billy Sun- 
day and his Lord. 

The Sunday School Times’ first article on the 
Paterson campaign will appear April ro. 

Thereafter the campaign will be reported in 
these columns until its triumphant conclusion. 
" To keep posted on the Lord’s work through 
Billy Sunday, simply keep close to The Sunday 
School Times. Your friends can do this inex- 
pensively by the plan mentioned on page 182. 











Campaign Gleanings in Philadelphia 


The Young People’s Answer.—The record number of 
trail-hitters at a single service was reached when 905 an- 
swered the call on the Saturday afternoon when the high- 
school boys and girls filled the tabernacle. At the two 
children’s meetings more than 2,000 responded each time, 
but they were not asked to come up the aisles, 


Beginning the Tenth Week.—The tenth week is not 
to be Billy Sunday’s last week, for again the Philadelphia 
campaign has been extended by a week, and will not close 
till March 21. On the Sunday that began the tenth week 
1,251 took’the stand for a new life. Of these, 1,020 re- 
sponded in the two ‘*men only’ meetings to the sermon 
on **Man or Mutt, Gasoline or Dishwater, Heads or 
Tails.”’ 

The Afternoon Harvests.—A notable feature of the 
closing days of the campaign is the trail-hitting at the after- 
noon meetings. In the early weeks the number of trail- 
hitters that responded to the brief afternoon appeal seldom 
exceeded one hundred. For days past the number has run 
to 253, 268, and as high as 315 on ordinary afternoons. 
May the closing weeks see the greatest harvests of all. The 
reported number of professions, including March 11, now 
stands at 35,177. 


The Tabernacle Ushers.—As the Philadelphia cam- 
paign swung into its closing two weeks, the tabernacle 
ushers, about four hundred af them, took their Monday 
holiday off and attended a dinner in the Y. M. C, A, build- 
ing. Few of the campaign helpers have been harder worked 
than these men who handle the crowds often from early 
morning till late at night. At their dinner they had a few 
words of cheer from Mr. and Mrs. Sunday and Mr. Rode- 
heaver, What the ushers did at this meeting gives a hint 
of what the follow-up work of the campaign may mean. 
The Sunday Tabernacle Ushers’ Association was organized 
with the purpose of sending out teams of men to churchless 
towns in Pennsylvania and New Jersey to carry the good tid- 
ings of the evangel that has so awakened their own city. 


When He Preached the Second Coming.—-A mis- 
sionary, who for years lived with the worst that heathenism 
has to offer in India, heard Billy Sunday’s sermon on the 
Second Coming of Christ, and he said that the preacher’s 
awful picture of the tribulation that was to come on the 
earth was the most terrible that he had ever listened to. 
*¢ That was indeed a picture of hell.’’ 

In open-eyed wonder thousands of men listened to the 
preacher explaining what the Bible taught about the end 
of this age, about Christians being caught away to meet the 
Lord in the air, about the terrible state of the world when 
the church and the Holy Spirit were withdrawn, about 
Christ’s own coming. Most of the Christians there, Billy 
declared, had probably never heard a sermon on the sub- 
ject before. Over against the horrors of the tribulation 
were pictured the unspeakable blessings that come to those 
who are part of the body of Christ. Perhaps the outstand- 
ing message of the sermon was a plea to make sure of 
membership in the body of Christ. The whole sermon was 
a tremendous evangelistic appeal. 

Three times the sermon was delivered. First to men 
only on a Thursday evening. Then on the afternoon 
and evening of Friday. The converts that responded to 
the three invitations numbered 1097. 








the decision, and have God come to you as he is ready 
todo? ‘Won't you go forward with your friends and 
confess Christ ?” , 

A few minutes further conversation showed the old 
man that he had no real reason for refusing. The 
hearts of the workers were made glad indeed when 
he ae. and four old people went forward and 
confessed Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


5 
**I’m Only Here on a Visit ’’ 


HE was unusually tired that afternoon, and had 
about concluded to go home instead of going to 
the Billy Sunday tabernacle. It was late, and 

doubtless the building was filled and could admit no 
more. But the thought that she might possibly help 
some soul was a strong pull toward the tabernacle 
upon that Christian worker, who spent her thought 
day and night on how she might win souls for her 
Saviour and build up their Christian lives. 

When she reached the tabernacle she found the 
doors closed, with hundreds outside unable to gain 
admission. As she stood for a time before one of the 
doors, she heard a big policeman say in an under- 
tone, ‘‘ There is room for four more.” ‘The door was 
opened and she was the second of the four to be ad- 
mitted to the tabernacle. Once in, an usher showed 
her a vacant seat about the center of the huge 
building. 

In the seat in front of her was a young woman who 
was evidently deeply impressed by the sermon. When 
the invitation was given, the older woman leaned 
forward and asked this girl if she was a Christian. 

‘*No, I'm not a Christian.’’ 

‘* Well, I believe that the Lord brought you here 
this afternoon so that you could make your confession 
of him as your Saviour.” 

‘*No, I won't do that this afternoon. I'm just a 
visitor here. I do not live in Philadelphia, and hap- 

ened to be passing through to-day and thought that 
would take the chance and come to hear Mr, Sun- 
ay.” 

This opened the way for an earnest talk with this 
young woman, who was there for that one service 
and would not have the opportunity to come again. 
They talked of what it meant to be a Christian, but 
when urged to take the definite step, she steadily 
refused. 

‘I’m not going to take that for an answer just 
yet,”’said Mrs, D. in her winning way. ‘I’m going to 
stand here for a few minutes and just pray for you 
and ask that the Lord will give you strength to do 
what you ought to do.” 

She did stand there and pray, and the prayer was 
answered, The young woman, who had no thought 
of doing such a thing when she entered the taberna- 
cle, walked with her new friend up the saw-dust aisle 
and made her first confession of Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, With a radiant face she turned to Mrs, D. 
afterward and said, ‘‘ Won't I have something to tell 
mother when I get home? Oh, how rejoiced she 
will be when she learns that I-have taken Christ as 
my Saviour.” } 

% 


** Suppose You’re Afraid?” 


. IS a wise caution that prompts the leaders in 

these revival campaigns to suggest that men deal 

with men and women with women in doing per- 

sonal work, At the beginning of the Philadelphia 
campaign strong emphasis was laid upon this as arule 
that seldom should be broken. But like every rule 
that is connected with spiritual work, it should be 
completely forgotten when the Spirit is really 
leading. ~° 

It was at an afternoon meeting that a young mar- 
ried woman came into the back part of the taber- 
naclesand found a seat near several men. She: had 
a ticket for a reserved seat on the platform, but de- 
cided that back toward the rear was the place where 
she might be of most use. Ina few of his sermons, 
—only a very few,—Mr. Sunday asks for an ex- 
pression from the audience that shows where people 
stand. His request that afternoon that those who 
had a desire to lead a Christian life should rise 
brought a large response, and the man seated beside 
the young woman was one of those who rose. When 
the invitation was given, she turned to him, and 
after a few moments’ talk found that he had never 
made a profession of Christ as his Saviour; and he 
was very sure that he was not going to make it that 
afternoon. 

‘*Is there any sin in your life that is holding you 
back ?” 

‘** No, I don’t think so.” 
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age believe in Christ as your Saviour, don’t 
you ” 

* Oh, yes.” : 


** Don’t you think that he would like you to go for- 
ward this afternoon, and make a public confession of 
him as your Saviour ?” , 

. "Yes, I think he would, But I am not ready to-~ 

a - / 
e seemed clear in his refusal, but the young 
woman continued to talk and make clear the wishes 
of Christ. As she talked, the strong man beside her 
became deeply moved. Beads of perspiration started 
to come on his face, and a tremendous struggle was 
going on. 

Finally he blurted out, ‘‘ Suppose you're afraid ?” 

** You are a nh | man, If another man came u 
to you and insul you, you wouldn’t be afraid to 
answer him, would you ?’ 

** No, you bet I wouldn't.” 

** Well, you surely have enough courage to do the 
thing that would please Jesus Christ. If you start 
me feet moving up that aisle, you will find that 

hrist will take hold and give you the courage and 
strength needed.” 

A Christian man was seated on the other side, and 
the young woman, turning to him, said, ‘‘ This man 
will go up with you, won't you?” : 

The battle was over; the two men went up the 
aisle together, and that promised power of Christ was 
doubtless given this new disciple. 

The young woman turned to anothe; man who was 
near, and again the Spirit used her words to bring 
conviction. He, too, was ready to ‘hit the trail, 
but the brief period given to the invitation in the 
afternoon meeting had closed. Yet this man could 

away rejoicing in the fact that the invitation that 
| aids extends never closes during this age of grace, 
and may be accepted anywhere, anywhen., 


< 
My Salesman Friend's Invitation 


| WAS an ordinary everyday salesman, careless 
about religion or any hereafter, "pena willing 
to do any one a g' turn, or sell them blue sky, 
as the case might be; not viciously criminal or an out- 
right outlaw; but as thousands of men in the world 
are, including many of our best and brightest sales- 
man, I was thoughtless and had forgotten the teach- 
ings and examples of Christian friends and parents, 
and was just drifting along like other good fellows, 

A fellow-salesman, selling for my firm, was the 
means of showing me where I stood. ‘his man is a 
man’s man,—a great big, happy, healthy, God-fear- 
ing, successful salesman, from the school of experi- 
ence and a result-getter. This man actually gave up 
his position rather than misrepresent some goods, 
but the differences were adjusted, and he is still on 
the job, stronger and better than ever. When he 
told me about this and said that he would rather dig 
ditches than lie about his line in order to sell, I was 
wonderfully impressed, and could not get it out of 
my mind. Here was a real man, a Christian, who 
could and would be a Christian on week-days as well 
as Sundays, at peace with himself, the world, and 
his God! The thing turned over and over in my 
mind, and I wondered why I, too, could not do the 
same thing. 

He invited me to hear Billy Sunday, and I went, 
saw the vast throng of men, heard the preaching, 
heard the songs, and was urged to hit the trail by 
my salesman friend. I wanted to go, but could not. 
He said, ‘* Very well, I will pray for you and my wife 
will pray for you.” And he urged me to come the 
following Sundayevening. I went. I felt upset and 
confused, but finally, when he urged me again to hit the 
trail, I realized that 1 was a fool to hold out againsta 
combination of the prayers of my friends, and so the 
step was taken: May God help me so that some one 
may.be. benefited by my example, as I was by my 
friend’s; for if he had not been a clean-cut, real Chris- 
tian, he never could have influenced me or any other 
salesmen. 

I thank God that he did not cut off my miserable 
life during all these years I have been drifting from 
him, and oan that I too may be the means of help- 
ing others, 

. 4 . 
It Works, Doesn’t It ? 


NE of the women workers noticed one night a 
dark-haired man of striking appearance seated 
beside a,poor fellow who was very much the 

worse for liquor. It seemed hardly likely that the 
latter would get much out of the message. In the 
days that followed she could not help wondering 
what had become of this man. 

Several weeks later she again saw the dark, tall 
man, and going up to him reminded him of the 

r.drunkard he had with him, and asked. him. how 

e had turned out. For answer, he turned to a man 
who was near him, and after very close scrutiny she 
recognized in the well-dressed, clean-looking fellow 
the hopeless-locking drunkard of a few weeks before. 

**I picked him up two squares away from the tab- 
ernacle, so drunk that he could hardly walk alone. 

** It works, doesn’t it?”’ 

‘* Fine as silk,” was the expressive answer. 
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The Pastor Out After Workers 


Four things to remember when he would 
get the right helpers 


By Cleland B. McAfee, D.D. 






DO NOT know a church so alive that some de- 

eorument of it is not dragging for lack of workers. 

en I talk with pastors there is not one of them 

who does not say of some point: That is our weak 

lace ; we are merely getting along there; we have 

st, or we have hot yet found, the right leader for that 
work, 

When we need workers, let us remember four points ; 
First, it is a far healthier state when the work surpasses 
the workers than when the workers can find nothing 
to do, It is better to leave fields untilled than to 
have workers falling over each other in over-supplied 


places. Better too much work than too many work- ' 
ers, When, therefore, a pastor is hard driven to find | 
people to do the work he sees, he is in better posi- 
tion than the pastor who is told by people that they ' 


want Christian work while he cannot find anything 
for them to do, Some pastors have called loudly for 
people to ‘‘go, work in the vineyard,’ and when 
hearers came with warm hearts and _ stricken con- 
sciences, they did not have any real work to suggest. 


Will You? 


q ‘Truth spreads by testimony. There 
is a sort of high compulsion, which lofty 
spirits recognize and accept, to bear 
witness to the truth wherever found. 








q “That is how the best books get 
their circulation. A reader who has 
dug treasure from a book spreads the 
news of the mine he has discovered to 
others whom he wishes to enrich.” 


q@ If The Sunday School Times has 
pleased and helped you, will you not con- 
sider your possible obligation—and op- 
portunity—to tell about it to the most 
appreciative persons you know ? 


@ A very large number of our readers 
have asked for specimen’ copies for co- 
workers, and have sent us the names of 
friends at home andat a distance, thereby 
enabling many Christian workers to be- 
come acquainted with the Times. 


@ It has never been possible for us to 
express our thanks as we should like for 
such service. 


@ The editors promise much of vital in- 
terest to Christian workers in the paper 
for the weeks and months just ahead. 
The announcement on page 182 mentions 
notable features: Would not this be a 
very opportune moment to have spéci- 
men copies placed on the study table of 
those persons who would appreciate the 
practical lesson helps and the fresh in- 
spiration for work that The Sunday School 
Times brings to its readers each week? 


gq We shall count it a privilege to send 
upon request a three weeks’ trial of the 
paper free to any who are not yet sub- 
scribers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 
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A college graduate whose pastor in a-sermon chal- 
lenged the people for service, and who went to offer 
herself for anything that needed her strength and 
training, was ter some seeking that she might 
supervise the flowers on the pulpit! It is a wise 
pastor who keeps in sight more needs than there are 
workers to supply. 

Second, no church is responsible for work which it 
cannot find workers to do, The work may be in plain 
sight ; it may be most desirable, most needed, but it 
is not the work of that church if workers cannot be 
found for it. For lazy men that is a dangerous fact ; 
it may confirm them in their indolence. Yet it is a 
fact for all that, When a pastor cannot find workers 
who are suited, or who can be suited, to the work 
he ought not to allow it to weigh him down. If he 
has made an honest effort to find men or women whom 
God has appointed for the task, and they are not to be 
found, and if he cannot lay it on the hearts of men 
whe seem to be fitted, then he can rest quietly in the 
assurance that the work is not to be done now and 
that some other phase of work must be done instead, 
He may pray that the Lord of the harvest will thrust 
forth laborers into that field, and await His doing so, 
always watchful for the coming of the laborers. 

The third fact ought to be taken in close connection 
with the second, There are certain accepted standard 
things which a church must do. For example, it is 


| out of the question for a church not to sing in its ser- 


vices, or for it not to have a Sunday-school, or for it 
not to have young people gathered in some group. 
For the leadership in all these essential phases of the 
work there are certain ideal requirements, and occa- 
sionally ideal workers are found who meet them ; but 
often they are sadly wanting. Once in a while a pas- 
tor declares that he would rather not have work done 
than set defective people to do it. Back of our diffi- 
culty in finding workers may be the standard we have. 
It would be a great pity to lower the standard, but it 
would be a great pity not to use the material we have 
because it does not come up to that standard. We 
had better have poor workers for some fields than 
leave the fields untilled. We should all like ideal 
Sunday-school teachers; but the only way to get 
teachers that are anywhere near ideal is to continue 
using those who are very far from it. Impossible 
standards ought not to be set up, therefore, in finding 
workers. If a new piece of work is needed it may be 
most unwise te await the appearance of just the man 
for it. Doing the work may make a man just right. 

Finally, as to the methods of getting -workers. 
When we want members for the rank and file of de- 
partments we call for volunteers, but it is the worst 
possible way of getting leaders. Soldiers volunteer to 
fight, but no man who is worth while ever volunteered 
to be a general. He has to be picked out for that, 
picked out of the rank and file. He will generally 
hold back until the work is plainly shown him, then 
if he is the man of God’s appointment he will go for- 
ward, Several times in my own pulpit I have issued 
a general call for Sunday-school teachers or. for work- 
ers in similar lines; the results are seldom good. My 
own experience is-that, such a call brings four unde- 
sirables for every one desirable. The only successful 
method is face-to-face drafting for service, If it is 
true that every church has workers for what it ought 
to do, then a careful survey of the congregation will 
reveal those who are fitted or those who can be made 
fit for the staple tasks of any church, It often hap- 
pens that a prospective Sunday-school teacher is busy 
about things that are not worth half as much as a 
Sunday-school class. He is already as widely busy as 
he can be, but he is not as wisely busy as he might be. 

I went to a busy man once asking for a service ; he 
replied that he was already carrying all that he could 
carry, but that he would give me a list of some things 
he was doing and abide by my judgment as to their 
importance compared with the new request. I looked 
over his list, and together we agreed that he could 
drop some work which was of less importance and 
undertake the new enterprise. 

It is more frequently true, however, that good ma- 
terial for our work is lying idle without our knowing 
it. No call for volunteers will bring that materizl. 
We shall need to go and make personal solicitation 
repeatedly and earnesily to bring results. It is safe 
to say that not one-third of the people of the average 
church can be seriously spoken of as occupied in the 
Lord’s work, Most Christians will welcome a frank, 
fair statement of the particular need which a pastor 
feels they could supply. They may need to decline 
it, but if the matter is made clear and serious enough 
they may never forget the fact that the opportunity 
came before them. If they have been compelled to 
decline it, they will always be better for facing it. 

McCormick THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CHICAGO. 
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LESSON-FOR APRIL 4 (1 Sam. 1s) 





in Mission Lands 





7 Bible Pockets” and a Sedan Chair 


C ECRETARY G. H. JONES, D.D., formerly a 
Korean ‘missionary, has a most interesting article 
in the October Bible Magazine entitled, ** The 

Transformation of a Nation.’’ He shows that the 

Bibie has been central in the marvelous changes that 

have come over Korea. It has been a formative force 

in its intellectual development, and it is present in 
the spirit and life of an ever-increasing number of 

Koreans, so that theirs is a Bible-saturated church, 

It has recovered and redeemed the native Unmun 

alphabet of twenty-five symbols or letters, which 

proud scholars, glorying in the difficult and innumer- 
able Chinese characters, had brought into disrepute. 

Thfough this medium the simplest peasant can readily 

acquire a reading knowledge of what would have 

called for impossible years if Chinese ideographs had 
remained the only means of reading the Bible and 
other missionary literature, 

Bible study in that land has been emphasized as in 
no other field, so that it becomes part of the intellec- 
tual equipment of every Christian who is normally 
constituted. Before baptism each candidate is ex- 
pected to read the life of Christ as found in one or 
more Gospels, and to be so familiar with its facts that 
he can stand a rigorous examination. The Bible has 
been ¢he book in the training of the native pastorate 
whose candidates find the abstract dogmas of sys- 
tematic theology far less useful and living than the 
concrete teachings of the Book. The Bible text, 
rather than lesson-helps and commentaries, is the 
great underlying foundation of Korea’s famous Sun- 
day-schools. ; 

But best of all, it has become part and parcel of the 
Christian. It has even introduced a convenience in 
dress. The national costume, which is_ ostensibly 
white, but mostly a dirty yellowish-brown, was. as 
guileless of pockets as is an American lady's. But. 
_ the Korean simply must carry his Bible with him. 
At first he used to wrap it and his hymn-book in a 
napkin which he held in his hand or slung over his 
shoulder. Influenced by his American teachers, he 
extemporized a pocket in his jacket, the first one 
known to the natives, and hence still called the ‘* Bible 
pocket.”’ 

The Bible is loved and carried in less common 
receptacles. Dr. Jones quotes this story which illus- 
trates the zeal with which the Bible is taken to the 
people ; 

A Korean lady of wealth, gowned in shining linen 
and soft silk, stopped her sedan chair outside a book- 
store in Antung. A friend stopped to speak with her, 
and she said: ‘*I have just been buying some books 
to take home with me to give away to my unbelieving 
neighbors.’’ 

‘* Where are they?’’ asked her friend, 

‘*In the chair.’’ And one of the chair coolies, 
‘ with a very disgusted look upon his face, raised the 
chair curtain, and behold! the chair was packed full 
of St. Mark’s Gospels, tracts, and hymn-books. 

‘« But,’’ said her friend, ** the chair is full; you can 
not get in !"’ 

‘¢ That's no matter,’ 
miles and I can walk.’’ 

The chair coolies were bidden to take up the chair, 
and they did so rather gruntingly, and -the lady fol- 
lowed, walking with her woman-servant, her face 
beaming with pleasure and smiling ‘‘Good-by.’’ 
Only those who know what chair-riding stands for 
among Korean women can appreciate the sacrifice in 
this story. 

‘*To leave the city of Antung on foot when she 
might ride !'’ exclaimed a bystander. 


Manchuria’s New School 


HE Chinese’ Christians of China’s outpost, Man- 
churia, are about to open an industrial school 
in Mukden, and their reasons for taking the 

step are significant, Three of them are as follows : 
It will attract to Christ and to the church the sons of 
Christians who, when apprenticed in the ordinary way 
to heathen firms—which of course continue work on 
Sundays—are seldom allowed even to attend church, 


she laughed ; * it is only ten 
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When the Bible is Scattered “In the Vulgar Tongue” 
Making Bibles and Bible Christians From the Missionary Watch Tower, by Professor 


Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





and in too many cases lapse entirely. It will encour- 
age Christians to engage in new and profitable indus- 
tries, and will help to produce numbers of self-respect- 
ing Christian business men and craftsmen who may 
be a credit to the Christian name, and supporters of 
every good cause in the community, It is in every 
way advantageous that the Christian membership, 
which is growing in influence as well as in numbers, 
should have an opportunity of combining in an under- 
taking like this one, which has a chance of success, 
and of proving thereby their ability to engage in still 
more important undertakings. As self-support has 
its problems. for the Manchurian church, this enter- 
prise is a hopeful sign. 


Adventures of Word-Hunters 


INDING the proper word in a new language for 
scriptural ideas is often most difficult, as one 
finds illustrations of in Mr. Darlow's ‘‘In the 

Vulgar Tongue.'’! ‘Thus in translating into Kele in 
the Belgian Congo, Mr. Millman was obliged to sub- 
stitute for blue and green respectively, ‘‘like the 
sky** and like the grass.’’ There was no word for 
‘¢thanks"’ until he killed a leopard which had carried 
off a poor woman's littledaughter, Thewomen came 
to thank him through a song, and the first word of 
it,‘ kelekede,"’ was used thereafter for ‘‘thank you."’ 
Like others in Western Africa, he came to under- 
stand that the equivalent for ‘‘bless’’ was to expec- 
torate and in rather an unpleasant way. An old 
witch-doctor to whom he had been of some help came 
up to him, spread out his hands, and pointed to the 





On the Missionary Firing Line 


Bibles by the Million.—In the year ending March 31, 
1914, the three principal Bible societies of English-speaking 
lands issued more than sixteen million copies of Scripture. 
Of this output the British and Foreign Bible Society cir- 
culated 8,958,000 copies, the American Bible Society 
5,251,000. copies, and ‘the National Bible Society of Scot- 
land 2,698,000 copies. 


Napoleon and Christ.—Commenting on Professor 
Cramb’s dictum regarding the present war, *‘ Corsica has 
conquered Galilee,’’ a British missionary editor adds : 
*¢Corsica may have momentarily eclipsed Galilee; but 
Corsica ended in St. Helena, while Galilee, after the dark 
hour of Crucifixion, blazed into the immortal glory of the 
Resurection and the conquering progress: of the enduring 
dominion of Christ.’’ 


India Loses a Christian “ Guru.”—The death of one 
of India’s most prominent Christians, the lawyer-minister, 
S. R. Modak, is announced in a recent issue of the Dnyono- 
daya. yet he despaired of no one, no matter how 
vile and sinful, His life was wonderfully hid with Christ 
in God, and his attitude toward Indian Christians was that 
of a Christian guru or religious teacher of personal holi- 
ness. He was a man of deep spiritual discernment. 


For One Chinese Church.—London Missionary Society 
Christians represent the oldest Protestant work in China at 
Canton. Meeting by themselves they have recently de- 
clared themselves as follows: **1. The L. M. S. is not a 
church, but an organization for advancing the Kingdom of 
God throughout the world. 2. The churches growing up 
as a result of the work of the Society should take on racial 
and national characteristics, and should have their faces 
turned. toward the ideal of one Chinese church. 3. The 
Chinese church should cultivate fraternal relations with 
churches of other lands throughout the world and enrich 
our common Christianity.’’ 


The Bible for the Blind.—Embossed Braille type for 
the blind makes a bulky Bible. An edition of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society contains thirty-nine volumes 
which fill a shelf seven feet long, and it costs $25 to pro- 
duce each set of volumes. Notwithstanding the heavy 
cost, the Society publishes all or parts of the Bible for the 
blind in thirty-five different languages. 

Most of the Tamil-books for the blind are in Moon’s 
raised type, which are larger and easier to feel than Braile. 
In this type there are now seventy-six Tamil volumes, in- 
cluding all the New Testament. Braille, however, is much 


~ less bulky than Moon’s system, and has the advantage 


that it can be written by the blind on their frames. 





1 «In the Vulgar Tongue” is the popular illustrated report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society for 1913-14, which is issued by The 
Bible House, Queen Victoria Street, London, at one shilling. 








skies and then spat full'at him. ‘ That is his ex- 
pression of good wishes for you,’’ a native boy re- 
marked, 

** What is ?"’ he asked. 

‘« This man’s blowing on you."’ 

** Why, he spat on me!"’ 

‘* Yes, that is because he trusts you very much.”’ 
That is, the old man had blown him a blessing. 
Spittle was part of himself, and in African belief it 
was held that Mr. Millman could work him good or 
evil through it. However, he did not translate ** Isaac 
blessed him’’ by ‘* Isaac spat upon him,’ but ** Isaac 
spoke good things to him,”’ 

The Rev, E. W. Smith of Rhodesia had tried hun- 
dreds of times, but in vain, to find a word for ‘*trust."’ 
One day he had climbed a very rickety ladder, and 
was standing in a cramped position, when a native 
said, ‘‘ If I were a missionary I would not trust that 
ladder.’’ He was down in a trice to jot down the 
long sought-for word. 

Dr. Lindsay of Paraguay, in translating into Guar- 
ani the New Testament, could find no equivalent for 
Saviour until one of his patients, a poor, suffering, 
hopeless Indian, looked up when the doctor entered 
and said, ‘‘ Here is the one in whom I trust to save 
me.’ ‘*Temptation’’ was another word that eluded 
him, until an aged woman said, ‘*Temptation is 
nande pya raa,'*—that is, the testing of our hearts. 


% 


An Antidote to India’s Poison 


EPORTING an address delivered at the hill- 
station of Conoor, the Baptist Missionary Review 
excerpts the following: ‘*None can deny that 

Christianity and a growing knowledge of the Bible 
and its teachings have had a wonderful effect on the 
thoughtful and educated Hindu. To this influence is 
to be largely ascribed the reform movements in Hindu 
religion, and the social service and self-sacrifice that 
we see practised in modern India by the Servants of 
India Society and the Brahmo-Samaj. The orthodox 
Hindu will probably deny this, but many competent 
observers assert it. There are many men in India 
who, like the Lingait ascetic, are doing Christlike 
work and leading Christlike lives, though not openly 
Christians. Some credit for this may justly be ascribed 
to the influence of the Scriptures. How imperative 
it is for us to push on this influence in opposition to 
all the rationalistic, theistic, theosophical literature 
now flooding India. How urgently necessary it is to 
furnish some antidote to the poison of sedition, and 
to whatever there is of evil in the unrest among young 
men which is so largely engendered by some of this 
anti-Christian literature."’ 


as 
A Chinese Official’s Bible 

FORMER adviser of President Yuan, whose 
career has been remarkable, thus wrote to the 
Rev. H. Loomis, retired agent of the American 
Bible Society ;: ‘* Christianity is not a philosophy, not 
a fiction, not a superstition, but a.living and practical 
faith, Therefore I am always happy in possessing 
Him who supplies and satisfies every want! In obe- 
dience to your good advice, I read the Bible daily. I 
confess I love the Bible dearly. Theone you gave me 
in Hiroshima is my constant guide and companion, 
and the spare spaces in it are being filled with marks 
and notes ; so that if you come to Formosa [he was 
then employed by the Japanese government in that 
= you will see it buoyed and beaconed with red 
and blue ink, with Chinese and English notes, and 
other private helps to the proper digestion of the 

Bread of Life. 

** My estimate of the worth of the Book is to find 
out what lifting power it possesses ; how far it is able 
to make men good, noble, and happy ; how high it 
can elevate us from the beasts and brutes and make 
us true men. In no other book, ancient or modern, 
heathen or Christian, are such standards set forth as 
in the Bible. It does not only refine our nature and 
carry us to a loftier sphere, but it makes us sons and 
daughters of God, and heirs of a throne more glorious 
than earthly kings in the height of their ambition 
ever dreamed of."’ 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


NEWSPAPER dispatch last month reported the 
case of a young fellow in his early twenties who 
had been stricken with nerve paralysis, which 

affected the muscles of the pulmonary region. This 
meant that he could not breathe, of his own will. But 
he could be kept breathing by artificial respiration. 
And it was reported that for more than seven weeks 
his every breath had been made possible by friends 
and relatives, They forced air into the young man’s 
lungs by pumping the chest with their hands. He 
himself was quite conscious, and actually gave in- 
structions how to help him most effectively. But life 
did not come back into the paralyzed nerves; and 
after weary weeks of his friends’ patient von any es 
the young fellow died. Others, no matter how they 
might long to do so, could not permanently do his 
a eT" for him, 
He may have been gladly eager to enter into the 
pronuace of his Lord; and then the mere passing of 
he life of the physical body was a minor matter. 
But what of those whose nerves of spiritual breath- 
ing are paralyzed ? We have been studying the case 
of one whose friends did all they could to keep his 
spiritual life going by a sort of artificial respiration. 
It could not kee up forever. The time came when 
Saul must breathe for himself or be set aside. 


Our Background Material 


History has been said to be simply ‘* His Story,”"— 
the story of our Lord Jesus and of the world’s events 
in relation to him. 

It commences with God manifest, Jehovah or 
Christ, in, perfect relationship with the man and 
woman in Eden as their acknowledged Lord. 

Sin breaks this relationship; at once Christ starts 
upon plans for restoration (Gen. 3:15).  Christ’s 
atonement is foreshadowed and accepted in Abel's 
blood sacrifice (Gen. 4: 4), and rejected in Cain’s 
bloodless offering (4: 3,5). The human race as a 
whole is given an opportunity of letting God be Lord, 
and fails; this racial testing comes to an end after 
the Flood, in the judgment of the Confusion of 
Tongues at Babel (Gen 11 : 1-9). 

A single nation is founded and chosen for God's 
Lordship; we have seen the results during the past 
quarter, and shall continue to see it during the year’s 
lessons. Though the Lord patiently deals with 
them, this Jewish testing is a failure, and ends in 
the captivities of Israel North and South (2 Kings 
17; 2 Kings 24, 25). 

The Jewish nation for the time being having been 
set aside, the Gentile nations of the earth are then 

iven their opportunity to receive God in all the 
Ficssings of his Lordship. In New Testament times 
the King again offers himself to the Jews, and is re- 
jected; the Church is formed of those, both Jews and 
Gentiles, who receiving him are made members of 
his pe 3 and it is still continuing its work of calling 
out of the world all who will thereby escape death by 
entering into Christ. Meantime the nations of the 
world are still failing, and their testing will come to 
an end at the return of our Lord, when the “‘ stone cut 
out without hands.” breaks in pieces the kingdoms of 
this world and God sets up ‘*a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed” (Dan. 2 : 44, 45). 

It is at that time that the Jews shall recognize as 
their Lord him whom they crucified (Zech. 12 : 10), 
shall be restored to their land (Ezek. 37: 1-14), shall 
become the great missionary evangelists of the world 
(Zech, 8 : 13, 23; and the nations of the world shall 
turn to Christ (Hab. 2 : 14). 

* His story” is moving on to a more glorious con- 
clusion than any man can conceive of. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface letters at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Samuel had worked hard to keep the air in Saul’s 
lungs. Now, under God, he was going to give Saul 
a chance to prove that he could. breathe for himself, 
and really be God’s king. 

Get together all the historical facts about the 
Amalekites that _ can, with the help of a concord- 
ance and Dr. Thomas (II, b), and Mr. Rogers (c). 
But why should God want them absolutely exter- 
minated? Was he not too severe? Light on this is 
found in Dr. Thomas (II, b), Dr. Mackie (a), Mrs. 
Baldwin (a, b), Mr. Rogers (c). As Prebendary 
Webster said in a notable address at the Keswick 
Convention of 1913, on ** The Perils of a Partial Obe- 
dience ”: ** This war, remember, was God’s war. It 
was not a private war against the enemies of the na- 
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LESSON. 1. APRIL 4. SAUL REJECTED. BY THE LORD 
_ 1 Samuel 15. Commit verses 22, 23. Sogn Tertigemeltytoctry mer 
(Or, Easter Lesson: The Resurrection. Matthew 28: 1-10. Commit verses 5, 6. Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 15 : 20) 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for ating in the leston belpe is 
x Sam. 15 : 10-23.) 


10 Then came the word of Jehovah unto Samuel, saying. 
tr It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king ; for he 
is turned back from following me, and hath not. ‘my 
commandments, And Samyel was wroth ; and he cried unto 
Jehovah all night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in 
the morning ; ‘and it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to 
Carmel, and, behold, he set him up 4 ! monument, and turned, 
and passed on, and went down to Gilgal. 13 And Samuel 
came to Saul ; and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of 
Jehovah : I have performed the commandment ef Jehovah. 
14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating: of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 
15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalek- 
ites : for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God ; and the rest we have 
Sutterly destroyed. 16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, 
and I will tell thee what Jehovah hath said to me this night. 
And he said unto him, Say on. 

17 And Samuel said, * Though thou wast little in thine own 
sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel? 
And Jehovah anointed thee king over Israel ; 18 and Jehovah 
sent thee on a journey, and said, Go, and utterly destroy the 
sinners the Amalekites, and fight against. them until they be 
consumed, 19 erefore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of Jehovah, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst that which 
was evil in the sight of Jehovah? 20 And Saul said unto 
Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and have 

‘one the way which Jehovah sent me, have brought Agag 
the king of Amalek, and have 4 utterly destroyed the Amalek- 
ites. 2r But the [pe ew took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the 
chief of the devoted things, to sacrifice unto Jehounh thy God 
in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel.said, Hath Jehovah. as great de+ 
light in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of 
4 witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 5idolatry and teraphim. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also 
rejected thee from being king. 


1 Heb. hand. * Heb. devoted. * Or, Though thou be little... art 
thou not head of the tribes of Israel? * Heb. divination, § Or, 
sniguity i 
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tion. ‘ It was'a holy war, the sacred carrying out of 
God’s -vengeanice upon *s foes. It is vital and 
fundamental to such a war that there sheuld be no 
sharing of the spoil, and no sparing of the fee, no 
private glory, and no personal gain.’ 

God judges nations. Let us never forget this. 
The nations of the world aré yet to learn it.. The 
nations that fail will be judged as failures. And all 
nations, as nations, have failed or are failing. All 
will have to be set aside to make way for the estab- 
lishment of the King’s own kingdom, when He comes. 
Moreover, as has well been said, if God is te judge 
nations, he can judge them as nations only in this 
world,—not hereafter. This present world must con- 
tinue to witness, as it has witnessed in the past, God’s 
judgment of nations. Nations are being judged in 
the European war to-day. God is‘'a God of justice 
as well as of grace. ‘* While we do well to remem- 
ber that God is our Father, let us also remember that 
he is not a grandfather.” Ged’s dealing with the 
Amalekites shows the character of God and the char- 
acter of sin, 

In defeating the Amalekites Saul did a tremendous 
job for God (v. 8). Judged by quantity, he did most 
of what God asked him to do, Judged by quality, 
he utterly failed. Why? 

Have the class sum up Saul’s character and career, 
so far (Thomas, I, a; III, j; Rogers, j, k). Saul 
was obedient in general, but not obedient in particu- 
lar (Ridgway, a). Pucker's:‘class ‘saw the point, 
through the sand in the watch (Rogers, a, b). 

The wortst penalty of sinning is that the sinner 
loses his consciousness of sin. The habitual liar 
does not know when he is lying. Saul seemed to be 
unconscious that he had failed (Thomas, I, §). 

Obedience is a secret of sensitiveness. One of our 
notable Christian leaders has been said by an inti- 
mate friend to be ‘tthe most obedient man I ever 
knew.” Obedience is the Scarcest article in the 
world (Ridgway, d). Even the most trifling disobe- 
dience gives Satan a right of way in our lives (Round 
Table, b ; see also Round Table, a, c). An Oriental 
proverb of obedience (Mackie, c). 

Have you ever heard people say, ‘‘Oh, I wish I 
had more money, for then I could do so much 
with it”? Dosuch people want more money chiefly in 
order to give itaway? Did Israel really want those 
valuable animals in order to sacrifice them all, or to 
keep most and sacrifice a few? When they few upon 
the spoil, was their zeal for sacrifice the mainspring 
of their flying ? 

Make very plain Dr. Thomas’ (II, g ; III, i) expla- 
nation of when sacrifice to God is really effective, and 
when it is useless. 

Why was Saul’s repentance not accepted? (See 
Thomas, II, h ; Rogers, h, i). Real repentance is al- 
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ways acceptable to God. The fact that God did not 
accept it proves that it was not genuine, 

Saul was a anent failure. He would not do 
‘God's will. He rejected God ; God rejected him. 
That was what Billy Sunday calls a square deal. 
The Truth That Is Golden 

It is good to study the lesson of Saul’s failure on 
Easter Sunday, because we can at once set over 

inst it the Easter .»—which is not only 
Christ’s but our own. Our Lord Jesus Christ has 
done, as a finished work, all that is n to keep 
us in supernatural and sustained and complete free- 
dom from all the power of sin, here in this life. But 
how can we experience this wonderful life of Easter 
victory daily, beurly ?_ By yielding completely to the 
mastery of our ; and then be Bai him carry 
the whole responsibility of living his life in us. We 
must trust him fully. See the editorial in this issue, 
**Have You Pro the Resurrection ?” 

When Saul’s wretched, tragic life was ended, David 
cried out in sorrow, T : 

*« For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, 

The shield of Saul, as of one not anointed with oil.”’ 

(2 Sam. 1 : 21, margin.) 

Saul had been anointed with oil as God’s chosen 
king. We Christians have been anointed with oil, 
the symbol of the ap | Spirit, and are chosen to 
reign with Christ over all our enemies. Saul's shield 
may have been torn from him and cast away by his 
enemies. Even that would not have happened had 
he kept close to God. But we sometimes throw away 
our own shield,—that which would defeat every 
enemy, the shield of faith (Eph. 6:16). May we 
never again forget that God himself has anointed us 
with oil; may we never vilely cast away the shield of 
faith, as though we had mot been so anointed. For 
the Risen Christ himself is our faith. 

What a contrast with Saul’s rejection is the word 
of him whose name was once Saul: ‘‘I have fought 
the fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith.” Saul lost his crown,—it passed out of his 
family; but Paul could write: ‘‘Henceforth there: is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that 
day; and not to me only, but also to all them that 
have loved his appearing” (2 Tim. 4: 7, 8). 
Teaching Points 

Prebendary Webster, in the sermon quoted above, sug- 
gests three reasons why Saul was led into his grievous 
Self-deception. (1.) He was puffed up with the success of 
his splendid, decisive victory over the enemy. It is when 
we have done something for God, and in his strength have 
done it well, that we are tempted to relax and be a little 
careless about God’s will. (2.) Saul wanted to please the 
people. ‘‘It is always a perilous time when any man of 
God is very popular with the unspiritual part of the Church.”’ 
(3-) Saul was out of touch with God, 

Be sure to notice the difference between man’s repent- 
ance and God’s repentance (Thomas, II, c). 

** Rationalists scoff at the story of the walls of Jericho 
falling before the shout of the people and the blast of the 
trumpets. There is a far greater wonder in that story, 
and that is, the unseen power that held back that hot- 
blooded nation, full of the fever of war, from enriching 


themselves with the spoils that lay at their feet. They - 


were in touch with God.’’ What a contrast with the hosts 
of Saul! ‘ 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

How much to our credit does it count if we do nine- 
tenths of a job committed to us, and do it well, and delib- 
erately leave one-tenth undone? (How much good does 
it do.us if, while on the way to the railroad station to take 
a train, we go nine-tenths of the way to the station on 
time, and in‘ the last tenth delay only a minute or two?) 

Could Saul really have controlled that mighty army of 
his, and prevented their — any of the spoil? (If he 
could not, ‘he was not fit to be king.) 

Why did Saul spare Agag? (Thomas, II, c). 

Why does God let his best offer to men sometimes fail ? 

Why did Saul say to Samuel, ‘‘ Jehovah ¢y God’’? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
David Anointed King (: Sam. 16). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, for home 
preparation on the coming lesson.] ; 
Has the youngest of eight sons as good a chance 
in life as the older brothers? Ora better? What 
do you think? Young David had seven brothers 
ahead of him. Next week's lesson tells the story of 
his start in becoming one of the towering figures of 
all time—perhaps of eternity. See if you can dis- 
cover why he became the man he did. 


Why was it dangerous to anoint David as king? 
How was the danger avoided ? 
Discover seven interesting facts about David in verse 18. 
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Mastering the Whole Lesson 


CLERGYMAN was once at a holiday resort and 
made some remark which a neem. We was 
present, did not think quite mt. On 

remonstrating with the an, the latter replied, 


* But Iam notondutynow.” The bishop answered, 
“A Christian is always on duty.” And the story of 


. Saul is a special reminder of our duty of being always 


in readiness as the servants of God. 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—It is essential to read the entire story 
of Saul from 1 Samuel 13 : 1, for it is only thus that 
we can fally appreciate his real failure. After his 
good start came the first test (chap. 13). It was a 
crisis, but, having been told to wait, he should have 
done so, We must always obey old commandments 
until we get new ones. Then followed the exploit 
by Jonathan (chap. 14), which gave another indica- 
tion of Saul’s character in his impatience, rashness, 
and anger. He was ever in a hurry, and could not 
be quiet. Now we are to consider the second test by 
which his character was fully revealed, and God's 
purpose concerning him settled. (+) 

Time.— Beecher, in his ‘‘ Dated Events of the Old 
Testament,” gives 1078 B.C. ‘The Companion 
Bible " favors 974 B.C. 


Il. The Lesson 


Duty (vs. 1-8).—Saul was clearly commanded to 
destro malek. Amalek was one of the earliest 
foes of Israel, a fierce race ever characterized by rob- 
bery and plunder. Hostility between them and Israel 
commenced early (Exod. 17 : 8), and the command to 
exterminate is pretty certainly due to former associa- 
tions and the determination of God to deal with the 
sin of the Amalekites (Exod. 17 : 16; Num. 24 : 20; 
Deut. 25:17, 19). Although it took four hundred 
years, the divine justice on sin was certain. (b) 

Disobedience (vs. 9-11).—In Saul’s sparing the king 
there may have been the thought of vanity, desiring 
to include Agag in his victorious train. The cattle 
would necessarily minister to greed. When it says 
that God ‘‘repented” appointing Saul, it means, of 
course, that the change the divine purpose is due 
to the change in the action of the king. hen man 
repents, it means a change of will; but when God 
“repents” it means “willing a change.” The 
change is not in God, it is in man. (c) om 

Samuel had evidently been attracted toward the 
young man, and now felt that one with such splendid 

ifts was a deplorable disappointment. No doubt 

amuel’s prayer to God that night included earnest 
intercession for Saul. There are indications, in the 
sequel, that Samuel loved Saul. It is noteworthy how 
often Samuel is represented in the attitude of prayer 
(7 : 8, 9; 12: 18). (d) 

Defense (vs, 12-21). —Carmel is mentioned in Joshua. 
15 : 55, and was on the borders of the wilderness of 
Judah, about ten miles southeast of Hebron. Gilgal 
was the place where the people of Israel waited after 
crossing the Jordan, a city in the Jordan Valley near 
Jericho. Saul’s purpose in setting up this monument 
was doubtless as a trophy in honor of victory (2 Sam. 
18: 18). While Saul met Samuel with every token 
of respect, and seemed even to assume the approval 
of the prophet, he was manifestly hypocritical (v. 13). 
Some one has said that Saul’s words were * punc- 
tuated with lowing and bleating.” When he said 
“they,” referring to the people, it was no doubt liter- 
ally true, but 4e was the responsible one, and was not 
brave enough to face the consequences. (e) 

Saul seems wholly incapable of realizing that he 
had done anything wrong. Evidently his conscience 
had never had proper training, and the way he must 
have listened to Samuel’s words in earlier days ap- 
pears to indicate that he thought very little about his 
true relation to God. But, even as he speaks, he ad- 
mits that wrong had been done (v. 21), though he 
again suggests that the animals would be useful for 
sacrifice to Jehovah, and that, therefore, Samuel 
ought to be pleased with what he had done. All this 
suggests that Saul felt he had really improved on 
God’s order, that in reality the Lord would be the 
gainer, and that the people, not. himself, were to 
blame. (f) 

Disgrace (vs, 22, 23).—At length Samuel had to 
tell him the truth. God requires obedience first and 
foremost, and true sacrifice is only intended as a 
symbol of the attitude of the heart. Witchcraft is in 
the Hebrew ‘‘ divination,” a sin evidently condemned 
at all times in the Old Testament. Idolatry means 
“nothingness,” and refers to the' utter emptiness of 
idol worship. ‘‘ Teraphim” is the Hebrew for house- 
hold gods, which were supposed to bring good luck. 
Their worship was. strictly forbidden. itchcraft 
and idolatry were sins which man thought worse, but 
God shows that in his sight nothing can take the 





place of absolute obedience 50 : 8-14; 51: 16, 
17; Isa. 1: 11; Jer.6: 20; M 6:6, 8; Matt, 9: 
13; 12: 7). 

. Down Ae. 24-31).—It is somewhat difficult to de- 
cide whether Saul’s sopemanee was genuine or not, 
If genuine, it was certainly too late to remove the 
consequences of his wrong-doing, and while there- 
fore he might have personal forgiveness, his official 
career was at an end. But perhaps he was only 
sorry because of the consequences of his sin, for he 
begs Samuel not to di him before the people, 
but to remain with him for-worship. Samuel was 
about to go, but yielded to Saul’s urgent entreaties, 
at the same time reminding him of God’s unchange- 
ableness in regard to what been decided. It is 
significant that. both in verse ro and verse 29 the 
divine ‘‘ repentance” is contrasted. ‘We know that 
from this time forward Saul, though nominally king 
for several years, was really superseded by God's 
own, choice, David. (h) ~ : 


III. Central ‘Truths 


The Golden’ Text is very clear. God's supreme 
requirement was obedience; prompt, exact, unques- 
tioning, willing. There is always danger of mis- 
taking partial for entire obedience. God means what 
he says, and says what he means. On one occasion 
the Duke of Wellington said to.a subordinate, who 
expressed a different view: ‘‘I did not ask for your 
opinions.” This insistence on obedience shows the 
divine view of religion (v, 22). The true meaning of 
sacrifice is ‘that it is anh expression of. character 
within, a means toanend. Sacrifice is the shadow 
of which obedience is the substance. One is the 
symbol ; theother the reality. One is temporal; the 
other eternal, . Obedience is harder than offering 
sacrifice, because it may mean self-sacrifice. A man 
may wear a hair shirt; or endure asceticism, and yet 
fail miserably. by losing his temper. Man’s true life 
is always found in hearing and obeying the will of 
God. mf 

As we review the life of Saul, and try to discover 
the secret of his failure, we notice, first, that he was 
a man whose wz// was untrained by discipline. He 
was. self-willed and would not pe: A anything to 
stand in his way. But, deeper still, he was a crea- 
ture of impulse, easily stirred like a spoiled child, 
now sulky, now angry, with a spirit altogether un- 
checked. . Still deeper, we observe that he was a 
man of dulled sensibility.to right. He had only a 
slight idea of the value of obedience. His self- 
esteem led to his acting as though he were independ- 
ent. This was due to the fact that his conscience 
seems to have been destitute of real training. But 
deepest of all, it would seem as though he was a man 
who never really recognized the divine supremacy. 
His soud was wrong. od’s will was not supreme, 
and Saul would not bow toit. In spite of his splendid 
start and all that is said about. him, it would seem as 
though he had all along been essentially irreligious. 

hus he had at first actually never heard of Samuel 
(9 : 6), and his old friends were ec to find him 
among religious people (10: 11). This seems toshow 
that he had never really surrendered his will to Ged, 
and the result was utter failure. (j) 

The question arises, how ‘‘I ought” can be met by 
‘‘Ican.” The answer is given in the Faster story of 
the Resurrection (Matt. 28 : 1-10), The Resurrection 
tells of the living Christ and of the real power for 
Christian life and service, This is the meaning of 
the word ‘‘dynamic,” indicating the possibility of 
doing the will of God. This is what Paul meant by 
‘*the power of his resurrection” (Phil, 3: 10), for 
everything connected with the Resurrection is in- 
tended to produce holiness and obedience in our life 
(Rom. 6: 10, 11). When we receive into our hearts 
the living. Christ as.the ‘*Lord of all power and 
might,” we are able to say with Paul, ‘‘I can do all 
things in him that strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 13). 
Christ’s Resurrection was for the pu e of his bein 
the Lord. and Master of our life (Rom. 14: 9), an 
when.he is our Lord, obedience becomes a delight : 
his yoke is easy and his burden is light (Matt. 11: 30). 
‘*Faith makes all things possible ; love makes all 
things easy.” (k) 

It is this divine power that makes the Resurrection 
sO prominent in Christianity, and the Easter festival 
so precious in all.ages: 1. Lhe Empty Tomo tells of 
the pot accomplishment, (Matt. 28:2). 2. The 
Early Visitors speak of the loving devotion (v. 1). 
3. The Heavenly Messenger shows the interest felt 
above in the wonderful deed (vs. 3, 4). 4. 7he Defi- 
nite Assurance gives adequate basis for faith (vs. 
5, 6). .5..7he Urgent Command reminds of the duty 
of sharing and spreading the news (v..7).. 6. Zhe 
Joyful Alacrity reveals the keenness of the disci- 
ples’ hearts (v. 8). 7.. The Personal Revelation 


17§ 


crowns the scene with satisfying experiences (vs. 9, 
10), And thus the Easter message was then, is now, 


and tag will be, *“Christ lives" and “ Christ lives 
in me.” In this is peace,‘power, and purity for daily 
living. () 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. Duty (Prov. 3 :5-7). 


2. Disobedience (1 Sam. 2 : 29-34). 
3 — yee 5: 20-27). 
4. Disgrace + 33°: 10-19). 
5. Downfall (r panty : are 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Thorough = Through.—/ have performed the com- 
mandment of Jehovak (v.13). Saul Probably thought 
he had. Lots of menthus fool themselves. Saul was 
ebedient in general, but not in particular. Some 
folks are honest in general, but not in particular. 
Will steal a carfare every chance they get. Or graft 
the time they have sold the firm. God demamis a 
full and perfect obedience. All his promises are for 
that (Josh. 2: 10; 22: 5;-John 15: 10). Hopéless,— 
yes, and that is the why of the Saviour. We are 
made ‘THOROUGH through him. The men whom 
God has favored and used have been thorough men. 
David in the Old, Paulin the New. The‘ bang-up” 
professional man or mechanic is the man with micro- 
scopic conscience, ‘'He is a thorough mechanic,” is 
said of the good carpenter. You don't step on loose, 
creaking boards when you tiptoe in late at night in 
the house that he has built! hen the good lawyer, 
good doctor, good Seen Bee artisan, good white- 
washer,—yes, and the g preacher,—get into the 
kingdom, what splendid Christian workers they make. 
How promptly obedient. How the Lord can use and 
honor them. Who has any doubt about Paul being 
the best of tent-makers ?—and everybody knows Billy 
Sunday preaches the way he used to play ball! (a) 


Voiceful Sin.— What meaneth then this bleating 
of the sheep,...and the lowing of the oxen? (v. 14.) 

ou cannot ‘ any kind of a voiceful animal viet 
—but a man, e can, when there is need, hold. his 
tongue. So can awoman. But sin can not. The 
Devil is a voiceful animal (1 Pet. 5 : 8). Don’t forget 
that. You never know when your very much alive 
sin is going to make a noise. Bellow, bark, blow, 
blab, or bleat. The man whocommits sin does not 
have to wait until he dies to get what is coming to 
him. Some r fellow every once in a while walks 
up to the law and confesses. Suicides. Sin has 
many an awful hell in its system, but the suspense 
of the Devil’s roar is the most hellish of them all 
(Ames 5 : 19, 20; Luke 23: 30). ‘‘1 will have to put 
you in a room over a very nervous. man, so den't 
make any noise,” said the landlord, *‘ or you will hear 
from him.” ‘The guest, in taking off his shoes care- 
fully, of course let one of them fall on the floor with 
the usual terrific late-at-night bang. Everything was 
as quiet as the mere as the man noiselessly got to 
bed. Suddenly he was startled bya yell from below: 
“Say, you, up there, consarn you, drop that other 
shoe!” If waiting for the expected gets on a man's 
nerve, what wonder that the asylum and the river 
get their weekly toll from the harvest of sin. (b) 


The ** Baby Act.”"—And Saul said,... they... 
the. people spared the best (v. 15). The outside of 
Saul was bigger than any other Israelite. But the 
inside of Saul was no bigger than the rest of us, from ~ 
Adam who blamed it on the woman to you who blame 
iton your ** luck.” Some folks think God doesn't know 
what he is talking about when he so painstakingly 
shows us how to get through this world-shop of his. 
They try to improve on his all-seeing plans. When 
such men are sharply brought to book, we see what 
we see,—the ‘baby act.” That sane men do not 
obey the Proprietor and prosper can only be explained 
by the presence of a blinding devil (2 Cor. 4: 4). 
That men are so keen to blame failures upon some 
one else is good proof there is still in the blood of the 
race the poison of that first snake-bite back yonder 
in Eden. Whata love must God have forus to grind 
up his only begotten Son in the bloody mortar of the 
world’s hate to provide an antidote for the Eden 
poison. If you want ‘to see the real difference be- 
tween mouth religion and heart religion just compare 
with this big Saul and his Samuel the little David 
and his Nathan. David mends his bad break just 
like a Christian (Psa. 51; 2 Sam. 12: 7).. (c) 


General —_ oe To obey is better than sacrifice 
(v. 22). Mrs. Wagner had a ‘‘girl” that gave her 
much concern. The ‘ girl” professed to think all 
the world of her mistress, and would indeed make 
nice little gifts of one sort or another. . ‘* But,” said 
Mrs. Wagner, ‘‘I had to get rid of her because she 
wouldn’t mind a word I’d say.” As with the good 
housekeeper, so with the good Worldkeeper. God is 
not so much concerned with your opinion of Him, _ 
with your going to church and in song and prayer’ 

telling him how great and good he is, as he is with 
your love for him. Because genuine love means un- 
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questioned and immediate obedience (john 14 : 15, 
21, 23). The very scarcest article in the business 
world to-day is obedience. Thousandsof young men 
fail to rise because they fail to obey. They don’t 
appreciate the paramount importance of doing at 
suce GLADLY, HILARIOUSLY, exactly what the 
‘‘old man” tells them to do, “‘* Carry the message 
to Garcia.” The Lord loveth a hilarious giver—of 
service. Sodoes Old Mahogany Desk (2 Cor. g : 7). 
Several years ago Mr. Worth told me his greatest 
problem was to get young men to do what he told 
them todo, He finally found Norman Entrekin, and 
to-day Norman is general manager of the whole great 
steel plant. God wants to make every fellow a gen- 
eral manager on thesameterms. Will you fail where 
Saul failed? (d) 

Measuring Sin.—Fecause thou hast rejected the 
word of Jehovah, he hath also rejected thee (v. 23). 
A dynasty changed for a matter of cattle! Was God 
no better judge of a general superintendent than the 
Redfire Steel Company who hired what the president 
said was ‘‘alemon.” Saul was all right and full of 
promise when God chose him. But Saul was as free 
as you are. So our old rere si - tripped him by the 
old Garden of Eden trick of belittling God's Word. 
** Yea, hath God said?” (Gen. 3: 1-6.) ‘This is the 
way Satan has always fooled the race, The finger 
of the law is pointed at the man who steals, and we 
lock him up as a menace to society. But the godless 
Sunday base-ball, golf, tennis loose-liver stands well 
in society, and is a ‘prominent citizen.” Just as 
though he was not our greatest **menace” (Ezek. 
20:42). Man's measure of sin and God’s measure of 
sin are as different as a oe ted tape-measure and a 
micrometer. Men don’t realize the awfulness of sin 
in the rough-and-tumble of everyday life. It is only 
when sin ditches the flyer or sinks the ship with loved 
ones on board; it is ony when sin stalks into the 
family and sits all night in agony and tears that 
its hellishness is felt (Jas. 1: 15; Rev. 14: 10, 11). I 
am on the Pennsylvania Railroad going West. We 
have just stopped at Huntington, and five boys, all 
chained together, have been taken off for the Re- 
formatory here, Four of them are veritable *‘ toughs.” 
One is unmistakably a refined and well-raised boy, 
far-removed in bearing and dress from the other four. 
That boy’s father and mother know how to measure 
sin. Well, I guess so! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 

three monthsin advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 

ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


To Obey is Better.— Behold, to obey ts better than 
sacrifice (Golden Text), A man employed by a 
railroad as switchman was at his post to turn the 
switch so that a fast train might pass on the instant 
into the station. Suddenly he saw running toward 
him, twenty paces away, his five-year-old son, who 
was crossing the track without noticing the train. If 
the man left his post, he would cause a collision that 
would kill many people; but if he stayed his child 
would be killed. In that fearful extremity he cried 
to the child with all his might, ‘‘Lie down on the 
ground!” Instantly the child obeyed, and the ex- 
press passed over him without harming a hair. He 
was saved; had he asked why he would have been 
lost.—From ‘On Life’s Threshold,” by Charles 
Wagner. Sent by the Rev. D. A. McKenzie, B.A., 
Churchill, Ontario. (a) 

The Right of Way.— 7he Acople spared the best of 
the ie and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah 
thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed 
(v. 5). I found when I was studying law that there 
was a law of reserved right. For instance, suppose 
I should sell ten thousand acres of land, and should 
retain one acre in the center. I would have a right 
to go over those 9999 acres to get to mine. One 
trouble with us is that we reserve a room in our 
hearts which belongs to Satan, and he knows it and 
uses his right of way.—From A. 7. Pierson, in 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. The prize for this week its 
awarded to this illustrateon, (b) 

Unreasonable ?—Hath Jehovahas great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, .as in obeying the 
voice of Jehovah? (vy. 22).. A Persian legend runs 
that a certain king needed a faithful servant, and two 
men were candidates for the office. He took both at 
fixed wages, and his first order was to fill a basket 
with water from a neighboring well, saying that he 
would come in the evening and see their work. After 
putting in one ortwo bucketfuls, one of the men said, 
‘* What is the good of doing this useless work? . As 
soon as we put the water in one side it runs out on 
. the other."" The other answered, ** But we have our 
wages, haven’t we? The use is the master's. busi- 
ness, not ours." ‘*i am not going to do such fool's 


work,"’ replied the other ; throwing down his bucket, : 


he went away. ‘The other man continued until he 
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hal extiausted the well. “Looking down into it he 
Saw something shining—a diamond ring. ‘ Now I 
see the use of pouring water into a basket," heex- 
claimed. “If the bucket brought the ring be- 
fore the well was dry, it would have been found in 
the basket. Our work was. less.””. ~ Christians, 
when called upon to do or suffer something which 
seems unreasonable and useless, must believe that 
their divine Master knows what is best, and that in 
due time they themselves will know and understand. 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by John M: 
Ross, Los Angeles, Cal. (c) 


A Number of Folk.—/ have transgressed the com- 
mandment of Jehovah, and thy words, because I 
Seared the people (v. 24). 

** They eat and drink, and scheme and plod, 
They go to church on Sunday, 
And many are afraid of God, 
And more of Mrs, Grundy.”’ 


—From F, Locker-Lampson, in The United Method 


ist. Sent by the Rev. J]. A. Clark, Greetland, Hali- 
fax, Eng. 
The Light in the Tomb.—Now. hath Christ been 


raised from the dedd (Golden Text). ‘The Romans 
had a practise of lighting up their tombs.. In Essex 
a tomb was once opened, when a lamp was found in 
the corner, and a chair near it indicating the rank of 
the tomb-tenant. A fable states that fifteen hundred 
years after the death of Tullia, Cicero’s daughter, her 
tomb, which was accidentally opened was found 
illuminated by a lamp, But the light Christ sheds 
upon the grave is better than.the light of this fabled 
lamp, for it reveals through the grave the vision of 
immortality.—Condensed from The Free Methodist 
by W. R. Clark, Jersey, Eng. 

The. New Edition.—He zs risen (v. 6). Benjamin 
Franklin wrote the following epitaph for his own 
tomb: ‘*The Body of Benjamin Franklin, Printer, 
Like the Cover of an Old Book, Its Contents Torn 
Out and Stripved-of Its Lettering and Gilding, Lies 
Here, Food ;for Worms. Yet the Work Itself shall 
not be Lost; for it will, as He Believed, Appear once 
More in a New and More Beautiful Edition, Cor- 
rected and Amended by The Author,.”—Sent dy the 
Rev, D. R. MacGregor, Marion, rnd. 
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Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt 


OW go and smite Amalek (v. 3). Amalek meant 
all Amalekites, and in the East such a term is 
true, as the people accept entirely the authority 

of their leading ruler. War at that time meant all the 
particulars mentioned in this verse, but they are speci- 
fied that there might be no excuse for non-fulfilment. 
When modern sentiment is shocked at such a de- 
cree, it forgets what war always meant among’ Ori- 
entals. It also forgets that the Israelites had been 
kept four hundred years in Egypt to afford a time of 
repentance to the Amorites ‘and other inhabitants of 
Canaan. The reference to Agag (v. 33)indicates that 
the suffering brought upon them was the same asthey 
had inflicted upon others, In the Old Testament, 
history becomes a constant ‘*Day of the Lord,” a 
revelation of God's will and judgment. - We are taken 
into:God’s council-chamber, and history is a Jacob's 
ladder, on which we see the messengers going forth 
on their errands of divine justice. Atthe close of the 
Indian mutiny the native soldiers who were found 
guilty of maltreating and killing British women and 
children were shot away from the cannon’s mouth. 
It is recorded that two of those criminals escaped out 
of India and remained absent for twenty-two years. 
When they returned they thought that the past was 
past ; but they found that in such a case time made 
no difference.. (a) 

And. Samuel was wroth (v.11), In Arabie the 
same word means anger and grief, because the physi- 
cal manifestation, with passionate weeping, loud 
outcry, and frenzied gesticulation, is the same in 
each case, (b) 

Jehovah sent thee on a@ journey and said (v. 18). 
One of the universally recognized proverbs of con- 
duct among Orientals is ** The a has nothing 
to do but to déliver his message.” All responsibility 
for results lies with the sender. (c) 

Rebellion ts as the sin of witchcraft(v. 23). These 
were devices for supplementing, coercing, and de- 
flecting the will of God according to the wishes and 
ideas of men, and rebellion sought the same end with 
the addition of open defiance. (d) 

Honor me now before the elders of my people (v. 
30).. Samuel knew that such religious repudiation of 
Saul would at once remove from him the chief claim 
on their allegiance. .Orientals are very sensitive to 
ceremonial recognition and considerations of dignity, 
and Samuel yielded to this' appeal to his pity. Two 
Syrian peasants were once ey with an ox and a 
donkey under the same yoke. hen the latter ani- 
mal suddenlv turned ill ‘the -farmer’s companion 
offered to pull beside the ox for the remaining two or 
three short furrows, but stipulated that he must not 
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be — by any touch of the goad-stick. That 
would by carrying the act of subStitution too far, and 
affect his sense of honor. (c) 

ALEXANDais, Eoypr. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ILGRIMS visiting Jerusalem are shown a tomb 
in one of the city churches as the spot where 
the mourning followers of our Lord had their 
grief changed into amazement and joy. It is, in fact, 
not absolutely certain where the miracle of that Sun- 
day morning took place. Some Protestant authorities 
say that historic probabilities favor another tomb— 
not under the dome of the so-called Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, but a cavern (partly natural, partly © 
hewn by hand) in the breast of a rocky hill outside 
Jerusalem's northern wall. - A position at the spot 
marked 13 gives us a chance to see the entrance to 











that burial-place. We face eastward. Ahead and at 
our right are the shrubs and flowers of a garden. At 
our left a bare cliff rises like a vertical wall. An 
opening in its face has been shaped by stone-masons 
so that it has the form of an ordinary doorway. If 
we were to pass inside and go through one cave-room 
to an inner room, we should see a very old stone re- 
ceptacle for one body. The tomb seems to have been 
the property of some rich man (Matt. 27 : 57, 58). It 
was apparently never quite finished (27: 60). It was 
outside the city limits, as a tomb must be, yet so near 
that the Saviour’s friends could lay his y away 
before the sunset hour which marked the beginning 
of the Jewish Sabbath (Mark 15 : 42). 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘*‘ Rock-hewn tomb in a 
cliff outside Jerusalem ; probable tomb of Jesus.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week.’ The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help toward making 
the lesson-places real. Forty-five places are being visited 
during 1915. The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if all 
are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. .Ten places will be described with the lessons of 
this second quarter; the ten stereographs cost $1.67. ‘lhe 
four for April alone cost 67 cents. Less than four in 
one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time, prices are: 
plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents , colored, 
$1. Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders for stereo- 
— or stereoscopes. Address The Sunday School ‘Times 

ompany, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, P> 
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From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


ID you ever notice what a mixture the average 
man is? Saul had sense enough to be king. 
But he did not have sense enough to accept 
the absolute kingship of God. He was like some 
modern people. tt is a great pity that a lot of sensi- 
epee e do not have just a little more sense. 
ith all of kis sense Saul was a fool. We do not 
have to prove it on him; he admitted it. He said 
some time after this incident,,‘‘I have played the 
fool” (rt Sam. 26: 21). Andhehad. It is commend- 
able in him to find it out. Numbers of people whom 
you and I know play the fool and never find it out. 
This state of affairs is generally the signal that the 
person has gone beyond hope of recovery. 
Some people play the fool ‘purely from lack of 
sense. here is hope for them. But there are 


others who play the fool by reason of warped judg- 
That is a polite way to say that they are 


ment. 























LESSON FOR APRIL 4 (1 Sam. 15) 


lacking in common sage, | Some, peopl 

Pot kno how 49 tae them,” ‘That seed 

oe Ty on 
rT, 


you to open. It will knock a time 
or two, and then is gone. You boys who 
have good homes, parents who love 


God, and who will show you the way to 


success in this life and to the life everlasting, 


do not forget that this opportunity is not 
ing to last forever. Samuel came to Saul 
this time, and when he went away he was 
ne to stay. Saul saw him one more time, 

t that time he was the ghost of lost opportu- 
nity who came to him from the spirit-world 
to tell him that his call was too late. 

What a hopeless kind of fool is he who has 
friends and them slip away from him ; 
who thinks that he can hide his sin and fool 
God. Saul is on the te slide to ruin, 
His sun has already tu its meridian, and 
is making its way to the west. And after 
sunset comes the night. 

How different the story of him who.takes 
Jesus as his life companion! We stand to- 
day at the anniversary of the resurrection of 
Jesus. He who takes him as his life com- 
panion and guide is assured of a life of glori- 
ous victory, There shall be no night for him. 


A Prayer After the Lesson.— God of Wis- 
dom, teach us to know thy ways and to walk in 
them. We would learn trom the folly of others. 
Help us to keep off the rocks by seeing the 
shipwrecks. As we to-day have studied about 
one of the men chosen of thee for a great task, 
and as we have seen what a foolish man he was, 
O God, let us learn the lesson and walk thy 

athway. With grateful hearts we come thank- 
oe thee for the — which shines on our path- 
way from day to day. Save us from folly. We 
trust in thee, Forsake us not. 
sake. Amen. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* Hark! ten thousand harps and voices.” 
* Jesus Christ is risen to-day.” . 
** Low in the grave he pa my Saviour."’ 
** My soul, be on thy guard.”’ 
** O Jesus, I have promised."’ 
** Take my life, and let it be.’’ 
** The strife is o'er, the battle done.” 
** Trust and obey.”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “* Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 51 : 1-19 (107: 1, 4, 5). 
Psalm go : 12-17 (183:: a 
Psalm 146 : 1-10 (316 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 1-8 (242: 1-3). 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1 : 1-4). 


Easter Psalms 


Psalm 16 : 9-11 (26 : 3, 4). 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (46 : 1-3). 
Psalm 49 : 1-8 (103-:.1-4). 
Psalm 73 : 26-28 (151 : 2-4). 
Psalm 30: 7-12 (62 : 4-6). 





Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ITHOUT exception. Christmas and 
Easter should be emphasized in the 
Primary Department of every Sun- 

day-school, Older pupils may hear the 
Easter message in the church service, but for 
many younger children the Sunday-school 
affords the only opportunity, It is funda- 
mental in the child’s religious training that 
he should know why Jesus came to earth as 
alittle child; also that he arose from the 
dead on the first Easter morning, and proved 
that he was stronger than death, 


“It was Christmas morn when our Lord was 
born, 
It _was Easter morning he arose again ; 
So we crown with flowers all these happy 
hours 
That tell the joyful news to men."’ 


It is true that only four months have 
passed since the resurrection story was pre- 
sented in December, 1914, but at this season 


Oppor- | flies, eggs, 
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‘there are so many suggestions of Easter in 
store-windows, ne rs, etc., that the 
‘children hear much about it from the mate- 
rial side. Easter cards used as souvenirs 
are decorated with chickens, rabbits, butter- 
etc. Public school teachers call 
attention to the beautiful new life of spring- 
time. Surely the Sunday-school should pre- 
sent the real Easter story with its spiritual 
meaning. 

If the needs of the children are considered 
in the choiee of a lesson for the day, the 
Easter story would make a stronger appeal 
than the story of the disobedience and re- 
jection of King Saul. The latter may be 
postponed until next week and mentioned 
as the reason for choosing a new king. 

Decorations of budding tted plants 
would be appropriate. Geraniums are satis- 
factory, and may be distributed to the chil- 
dren at the close of Sunday-school. With 
proper care they will usually grow and bloom 
allsummer, Request the children to carry 
the blossoms to somebody who may be sick 
or lonely. One or more Easter lilies might 
be provided for decoration, and sent after- 
ward to a family where there has been sick- 
ness or death. 

If the church auditorium has beet deco- 
rated for the Easter service, plan in some 
way for the Primary children to see it, while 


you explain the meaning of the flowers, If} 


there are stained windows, study them care- 
fully to see what suggestions of Easter are 
there, perhaps some part of the Easter story, 
or the lily, which is such a beautiful symbol 
of new life, Explain it to the children. 
Improve the opportunity to do something a 
little different from the ordinary. 

The Easter story is the most important 
part of your program, Mark 16: 1-8 is part 
of the memory work which: the eight-year- 
old children are. supposed to learn, Com- 
bine it with Matthew 28: 1-10. Display 
such pictures as will illustrate the chief 
events, 

Show some kernéls of grain. ‘Tell how 
they can never change into a wonderful new 
life unless planted in the ground. Show 
bulbs to strengthen the same idea. It is 
just as true that every person on this earth 
must some day pass through death before he 
can enjoy the wonderful new life which God 
has prepared for those who love him. 

Although Jesus was the best man who 
ever lived on earth he had to die that he 
might prove that he was stronger than death. 
He proved it on that first Easter morning 
when he rose from the dead. 

Many people knew him when he went 
about doing good ; many saw him die on the 
cross; some saw the garden tomb where he 
was buried ; they saw the seal placed on the 
door of the tomb,. and the soldiers on guard, 
but none of them saw Jesus rise. 

When the women came with sweet spices 
they found the tomb empty. God’s angel 
knew what had happened; he was waiting 
to tell the women what to.do. The angel 
said, He is not here. ; He is risen as he said. 
Come see the pjace.where the Lord lay, and 
go quickly and tell. his disciples that he. is 
risen from the dead. 

How glad they were to go! they even ran 
to tell the good news to the disciples, ‘* Now 
hath Christ been..raised from. the dead.’’ 
They knew it was. true, for Jesus met them 
and talked to them. 

Jesus never died again, but went to live 
with the Heavenly Father, where-‘he prays 
for his children who still live on earth, He 
prays. for us, 

Easter songs and Easter parties make us 
happy, but the gladdest thing about Easter is 
that Jesus rose from the dead, and has prom- 
ised that we, too, shall rise. some day... It is 
just as true as that the seeds and bulls and 
trees put forth new life every spring-time. 


‘* The seeds and flowers are sleeping sound 
Till Easter time, till Easter time. 
And then they rise above the ground 
At happy Easter time. 
And as they rise from sleep they say 
That we shall wake some day.”’ 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-school, 15 cents. 
Clayton F. Summy Co., Chicago.) 
CHICAGO. 
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** The Primary Department,” by Ethel j. 
Archibald, discusses many necessary phases 
of a primary teacher's problems and work ; 
#t also outlines programs for the various ex- 
ercises of the class for special occasions, such 
as Christmas and Easter, and contains five 





ttlustrations. It may be had for 50 cents; 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 


. My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


A Word from the Editor.— Last autumn 
Miss Content Patterson of the Moody Church, 
Chicago, whose lesson-guidance for teachers 
of girls’ classes has been such a blessing to 
Times. readers, was taken ill with inflamma- 
tory rheumatism and nape She and _ 

ysician expected her recovery soon; but 
the illness continued. Confined to her bed 
much of the time, she nevertheless persist- 
ently continued the Times’ lesson-writing 
into which her heart and poogone had gone ; 
and a few times her class of girls met with 
her, as she sat up in bed or in a chair. God 
marvelously sustained her in her lesson-writ- 
ing for the sake of others, 

ow, however, it has been made clear to 
Miss Patterson that she musi lay the work 
aside for the present ; its plucky continuance 
has undoubtedly retarded her recovery, ‘‘I 
had hoped and prayed,’’ she writes, ‘‘ that 
this part of my work I need not lay down ; 
but the Lord wills otherwise, and I am at 
peace about it,” 

Miss Patterson’s class of girls, with whom 

she orally worked out her Times lesson- 
notes, have done work during their 
beloved teacher’s illness, They have kept 
‘up their attendance, each girl studying her 
lessons, have faithfully prayed for teacher 
and class, and have endeavored to live for 
Jesus. They have organized, calling them- 
selves the ‘*Sunday School Times’? class, 
and have for their motto, ‘ Serving Jesus ! 
Saving Souls! Training for Teachers!”’ 
(S. ST.) Their class pin is made of the 
gold letters S, S. T. ona maroon background 
‘with a gold rim. 

‘*The Lord has greatly blessed me,’’ 
writes Miss Patterson, ** through this illness, 
and has taught me many lessons that I sorely 
needed to learn; some of the sweetest hours 
of my life I have had these past months with 
God’s Word—a living Word.’’ 

And now The Sunday School Times is 
blessed in having the immediate. co-operation 
of a graduate of .Moody Bible Institute, one 
whose personal convictions as to Bible study 
and ‘soul-winning are identical with Miss 
Patterson’s, to carry forward the lesson-work 
for teachers of girls’ classes, Mrs, Baldwin is 
entering upon this work at very short notice, 
but in prayerful confidence that God will 
lead. Her lesson articles will be based on 
her actual teaching of a class of girls. 

Will the readers of the Times remember 
very specially in prayer Miss Patterson and 
Mrs. Baldwin and the: two classes of girls, 
that God may restore the needed health if it 
is his will, and guide and use both the teach- 
ers and the girls in the fulness of his will? 





SK the girls: Do you ever find it hard 
to do the-things that mother asks of 
you?.. Why? Is. mother unjust ? 

Does she want to make life hard ? 

Draw from the class suggestions as to oth- 
ers who should be obeyed, leading up to 
God.as the one to whom unquestioned obe- 
dience should be given. Ask, ‘‘ If you knew 
God’ commanded you to do'a certain thing, 
would you do it?’’ Our lesson to-day is 
about a person who had just such a com- 
mand. Let us see whether he obeyed, and 
the results. 

The Command,—Who was this man? 
What did God through the prophet Samuel 
command him to do? (v. 3.) The question 
will arise, ‘‘ How could God issue so cruel 
-acommand?’? Might it not be that God 
dared not let the Jews have these wicked, 
idol-worshiping Amalekites for neighbors, as 
Israel was his own chosen people? (1 Pet. 
2:9). God confided to Israel his. plan to 
redeem the world from sin by sending his 
own Son, The Messiah was to be born into 
one of their own Jewish homes. God was 
depending upon his people to pass this good 
news on to others; they must be clean in 
heart and life. So God said, ‘‘Saul, go, 
utterly destroy all.’?? Not a person or an 
animal was to be left alive. hat happens 
to a barrel of large rosy apples when: there 
is just one rotten apple in the center? (a) 

God would have us put. away everything 
that hinders our living so that he can con- 
fide in us. The Christian girl cannot afford 
to have. companions who scoff at Jesus Christ, 
nor choose entertainment or amusement of 
which she knows Jesus would not approve. 
Satan will be sure to suggest, ‘‘ This is not so 
very bad,’ ‘‘just: this once won't count,’’ 
**it’s such a little thing, and all the'girls are 
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doing it,’’ and ‘‘ no one will ever find it out,”? 
But ‘‘ just this once ”’ is the leak in the dyke, 


** A knock at the door—a littlé sin, 
I open, and all hell is in." 

Satan must have whi to Saul, ‘*God 
won’t care if you keep just one man and a few 
animals.”’ (b) { 

Contempt of the Command.—Saui gathered 
together his army (how large ?), and pounced 
down upon the Amalekites and destroyed 
them. All? All but their king, Agag. All? 
All but the best of their animals. When Saul 
met Samuel the next morning, did his greet- 
ing reveal a guilty conscience ? (¥. 13.) Was 
this the first Samuel knew of Saul’s disobedi- 
ence? Who told Samuel? (vs. 10, 11). But 


who told God? Emphasize the truth that 
God knows everything. We so 4 conceal 
‘our deed8, or bad, from others, but 


‘ood 
nothing is hidden from God (Psa, 139: 2, 33 
Prov. § : 21; Matt. 10 : 29, 30). 

As Saul was telling Samuel, ** I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord,” 
what proved that he was lying? (v.. 14.) 
Does he admit it and repent? Upon whom 
does he put the blame? (v, 15.) The cow- 
ard! How like Adam when he said it was 
Eve's fault that he ate the fruit, and Eve 
when she said the serpent had tempted her, 
Are you sure mother should be blamed be- 
cause you were late to Sunday-school to-day, 
and that it was the teacher’s unfairness 
that caused you to fail in that examination 
last week? Girls, if the- fault is ours, let’s 
face it in a womanly way. For what pur- 
pose did Saul say these sheep ard oxen were 
to be used? (v. 15.) Are there people to- 
day trying to come to God in their own ways, 
rather than coming to God in God’s way? 
Opportunity to set. forth the way—faith in 
tos Christ.) 

Consequence of the Contempt.— Notice 
how Samuel grieved the whole night over 
Saul’s disobedience (v. 11), How many 
mothers and fathers spend sleepless nights 
because their girls are wilful and wayward, 
and will not heed the advice given to them 
in tenderest love. Poor Samuel’s heart was 
crushed as he pleaded with Saul. ‘* When 
the Lord sent thee, and said go and destroy 
the sinners—wherefore then didst thou not 
obey?’ Saul again makes the self-right- 
eous reply, ‘*I have obeyed—but the peo- 

le’’—they did the evil that they might 

onor God with the sacrifice. Samuel an- 
swers in one of the most remarkable truths 
in the Old Testament, a part of which is the 
Golden ‘Text: ‘* Behold, to obeytis better 
than sacrifice.’””? Did Saul repent? (v. 25.) 
Whose pardon did he ask, God’s or Sam- 
uel’s? (v. 25.) Compare David (Psa. 51: 
4). Whose approval did Saul covet, God’s 
or the people’s? (v. 30.) Whose approval 
do we covet? What was the consequence 
of Saul’s incomplete obedience? (v. 23; 
Jas. 2 : 10.) 

An Lllustration,—I1 want to tell you of a 
friend of mise, a bright, winsome young 
girl, She attracted a great deal of attention 
because of her unusual musical ability, Her 
parents lavished money upon her for unlim- 
ited study, until finally, at a piano recital, she 
amazed her home city by her remarkable 
touch and skill, Parents and friends were 
making plans for further study, in Germany, 
when God called her and said, ** Edna, I want 
your life.’”’ Without hesitating she replied, 
‘* Yes, Lord, here I am: use me.’’ He 
called a second time: ‘‘ Edna, I want to 
speak to the people of China through you.” 
Again the same answer, ‘‘ Yes, Lord, here 
Iam; use me.’? Friends begged her to go 
on with her music and not waste her life in 
China, they said, but she was obedient to 
God. She was graduated from the Moody 
Bible Institute at Chicago last August, and 
she sailed for China in November. Im a let- 
ter she wrote, ‘*Oh, how happy I was the 
moment I set foot on Chinese soil, because I 
knew I was just where God wanted me,”’ 

Next Week’s Lésson 

1. How old was David’ when he was 
anointed ? 

2. What relation was David to Ruth? 
(Ruth 4 : 17.) 

3. Learn all you can about Bethlehem. 
What other great event took place: there? 
(Luke 2 : 1-7.) 

4. Why were Jesse’s elder sons rejected? 

5. How does God judge? Commit 1 
Chronicles 28 : 9. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


~“ 


Method books you need in Sunday School 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 
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When you feel weak 
out, or unrefreshed by oe 
when your appetite and 
tion are poor, you will 
invaluable tonic in 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 
(Non-Alcoholic) 
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Prevent Night Coughs 
and dryness of the throat. 
Hoarseness andsore throat 
promptly relieved. 
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Devotional Books 
for Easter Gifts 


Lead, Kindly Light 


Intimations from Cardinal New- 
man’s famous hymn. By Joun 
SHERIDAN ZeE.IE. A dainty devo- 
tional gift-book. Bound in lavender 
cloth, with artistic cover printing in 
white and gold letters. 75 cents, 
postpaid. : 


Meditations on the 
Apostles’ Creed 


By WituiaM Jones Grecory, D.D, 
Each phrase in the Creed is accom- 
sania by a suggestive ‘* Medita- 
tion,”—devotional and searching,— 
and on the opposite page are placed 
the words of one of the great hymns, 
The book is printed in two colors, 
on fine antique paper. 2§ cents, 
postpaid. 


Victory in Christ 


By Rosert F, Horton, D.D, Win- 
ning messages for the seeking Chris- 
tian. There are chapters on The 
Daring of the Victorious Life, Bible | 
Study, Prayer, Service, Evangelism, 
Temptation and Joy. It is bound 
uniformly with the ‘‘ How” book 
and ‘*‘ Winning Men One by One.” 
50 cents, postpaid. 
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By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOssoNn, author 


of ‘Fishin’ Jimmy,” ‘Story- tell 
Lib,” ‘*’The Heresy of Mehetabel | 
Clark,” ete: A charming little story | 


of the snow cross on Mouat Lafay- | 
ette. It helps one to remember 
the true significance of the Cross. 
Illustrated by Alice Barber Ste- | 
hens. Heavy deckle-edge paper. | 

over in blue cloth, with attractive 
design in white. A choice gift- 

- book. 75 cents, postpaid. 


Order through your Bookseller, or direct 
from the publishers, 


The Sunday School Times Co., | 
1031 Walnut Strect, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“HE first thing teacher did last Sunday 
was to bring out a watch that wouldn’t 
keep good time, He said it had a few 

bits of sand in it that mode it go its own 


wa 

fie Qed « us how King ! Saul. was like that 
watch, and Bert said because Saul had some- 
thing in him that made him want his own way 
instead of God’s way. (b) 

** What did God command Saul to do?” 
was the next question; followed by, “ Why 
did God order all the Amalekites destroyed ?”’ 
That was mine, and teacher’ had lielped me 
on it at the meeting of our class Friday night. 

I told how the Amalekites were a fierce 
heathen tribe that lived down south of Canaan, 
They had fought the Israelites when Moses 
was leading his people back to their Promised 
Land, and God had declared then that some 
day they should i-e wiped owt (Exod. £7 : 14). 
Bslaam the prophet alse foretold their de- 
struction (Num, 24 : 20).-- They still perse- 
cuted Israel till Saul drove them off (1 Sam, 
14: 48); and then God wanted to keep his 
promise and deliver Israel forever from this 
mean, cruel, bloodthirsty’nation, They were 
regular rattlesnakes, and if you léftany of the 
women and children, even, there would soon 
be a new crop. (c) 

Carl went on with the story, how Saul’s 
army brought back -the Amalekite king a 
prisoner, and kept all the best-animals, and 
probably other things too, for themselves. 

‘*How did Saul try to excuse his sin?”’ 
teacher asked, 

*¢ Lied about it,’’ answered Bulldog ; ‘‘ said 
they kept the stock for sacrifices, and laid the 
blame on the people just as if he couldn’t 
help what they did.’’ (d) 

Teacher told a story about a boy in school 
that let another boy get suspended for what 
he himself did, and how ashamed of him his 
mother was when she found out how mean 
he had been. 

** Why was it such a sin to spare Agag and 
the animals?’’ had been Bert’s home ques- 
tion. He explained how it was the <lisobe- 
dience that made it sin, for disobedience is 
going right against God. 

Next we read where Samuel said to Saul 
that the Lord would rather have obedience 
than ever so many such ‘sacrifices, and Mr. 
Mason asked why that was, 

**It wasn’t any real sacrifice for them to 
ofter the Amalekites’ sheep,’’ answered Fred, 
‘**for it didn’t cost. them anything. Father 
says it was like a man going around with a 
subscription paper but never giving anything 
himself.’’ (e) 

‘**T think they only meant to sacrifice part 
of them, and keep the rest,’ 
** and giving God part of what you steal don’t 
make stealing right.’’ (f) 

*“*T think the main trouble was that their 
hearts wouldn’t be in such sacrifices,’’ added 
little Carl, quietly, ‘for if they were loving 
God in their hearts they wouldn’t want to 
disobey him.’’ (g) 

Teacher said those were all good answers, 
then he asked about Saul’s punishment, and 
we told him Saul was going to get fired from 
being king. 

**Why didn’t God forgive Saul when he 
said he was sorry ?’’ had been Fatty’s home 
question. Fatty declared he didn’t. believe 
Saul was really sorry for doing wrong, but 
only for being punished, and God had to have 
a king he could trust. (h) 

‘sSure,’? agreed teacher, taking out the 
slow watch again, ‘If I could’t get this 
watch cleaned and regulated I couldn’t afford 
to go by it, It would upset all my plans. 
Saul would not sincerely repent and yield so 
that God could cleanse and regulate him again. 
So out he had to go. But it was a long time 


| after this before his successor was ready to 


take the throne, and Saul held on, but God 
was not with him.’’ (i) 

‘** [low did Samuel feel over Saul’s rejec- 
tion?”’ teacher asked Bumps, and that 


| brought out how sorry we ought to feel for 


those who do wrong. Samuel must have 
loved Saul, just as God did. 

** Now, boys,’” teacher went on, ‘‘it is the 
sand in it that makes this watch run wrong. 
What was itin Saul that made him go wrong ?”’ 

We talked about it a while and about de- 
cided it was greed. Teacher said many a 
good man had been ruined by greed. He 
told about a young minister who got to mak- 
ing money on the side and became more and 
more eager after money, till finally he quit 
preaching altogether. (p 


’ spoke up Fatty,, 


But he thinks back of Saul’s greed was 
pride and stubbornness, and that those are 
sins we need to watch out for. (k) 

He says the only way for us to keep those 
kinds of sand out of our hearts is through the 
power of the indwelling Christ who arose from 
the dead on Easter day so that we might rise 
to newness of life in him. (1) 

Iie showed us a stereograph! of the tomb 
where Jesus arose, and said that what hap- 
pened there shows the power that can keep 
us true if we only trust and obey him. 

He drew a heart on the board and inside 
it a watch to show that both need to be kept 
clean, Over it he wrote the Golden Text: 
* To obey is better than sacrifice,’’ and under 
it: **Create in me g clean heart, O God,’”’ 
Then the bell rang. 


Questions for next time are: 

From whose family did God choose the 
next king? 

Who was Jesse’s grandmother ? 

How did Samuel get a chance to anoint the 
new king? 

Why were the people afraid when Samuel 
came ? 

Why did God choose David instead of one 
of the elder brothers? 

Where was David when he was called? 

How ought we to judge people? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 

L. Beginning. 
A slow-running watch as an object lesson. 
How was King Saul like this watch? . 

11. Sauls Failure. , 


What did God command Saul to do? 

Why did God order all the Amalekites de- 
stroyed? 

In hat way did Saul fail to carry out his 
orders? 

How did Saul try to excuse his sin? (Story.) 

Why was it such a sin to spare Agag and 
the animals? 

Why did not God want such sacrifices? 

What was Saul's punishment? 

Why did not God forgive Saul when he said 
he was sorry? 

How did Samuel feel over Saul’s rejection? 

What wasit in Saul that made him go wrong? 
(Story. ) 

Ill. Power of the Risen. Christ. 

How can we be kept from such sins? (Pic- 

ture.) (Blackboard. ) 


TERRE Haute, IND. 





1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 176 in 
this issue. 





| Children at Home 








* The Bloo B’loon”’ 
By Katharine Trumbull Scoville 


ELL me about the bloo b’loon, 
Mubber,’’ said little Alice as she 
let her paper-dolls fall to the ‘floor. 

She was tired of looking at picture-books, 
and of crayoning, and she was so tired of her 
crib, for she had had to stay in it a great 
many weeks because something had hap- 
pened to her little chubby legs, and she 
could not run around or even walk any more. 
*¢ But Alice will walk some day,’’ she would 
say cheerily, patting her mother’s cheek, 
and then adding, ‘*That was a love-pat, 
Mubber.”’ 

**All right, darling, mother will tell you 
about the blue balloon that she had when 
she was a little girl.’’ And this was the 
story. 

One time she and her brother Charley 
went over to New York for a visit. Their 
auntie had been very sick, and she had to 
stay in bed, too, just as you ‘do. She wanted 
to see Katie’s mother, so she ihvited Katie 
and Charley and their mother to make her a 
visit, 

There wasn’t much for little boys and 
girls todo in a big city like New York. 
‘here were no flowers to pick, and no trees 
to climb, and not even a box of sand to dig 
in-out in the. back yard. One day their 
mother brought them each a lovely big bal- 
loon—one was red, and one was blue. 
Charley had the red one and Katie had the 
blue. ‘‘ Katie’’ is what they called mother, 
you know, when she was a little girl just as 
little as you. 

Well, they had such a good time flying 
their balloons in the back-yard. But allof a 
sudden Katie’s string broke, and her pretty 
blue balloon went up, up, up, in the air un- 





( Continued on next page) 
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Study the Bible 
at Home 
Under aGreat Teacher 


Have you not often wished you could take 
up a course of Bible study under some 
competent teacher, so that you might really 
know the Bible? You can now study 
the Bible under one of the world’s most 
famous teachers, the Rev. C. I. Scofield, 
D.D., by using The Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. This Bible is so ar- 
ranged that all the helps are on the page 
where needed, directly under the text. 


These helps are equal to a com- 
plete course of Bible study, and they 
not only explain the great Bible doctrines, 
but they train you hew to study the Bible. 
We cannot tell you all the valuable features 
of the book in this limited space, but we 
will send a complete descriptive circular 
upon request. Write to-day. 

43 Styles. $1.50 upward. 


Rev. William A. Sunday writes : 


“Dear ~ Scofield :—Your Reference Bible 
the first I ever endorsed. many helps 


apie = Gp spemen gies — 
to understand them, but Tregard yours as the best 
I have ever seen. [| say use you 
have not asked for it 


Oxford University Press American Branch 
29 West Thirty-second Street, New York 
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First volume ready April 10th, 1915 


Works of Martin Luther 


to be completed in ten volumes 

The most important writings of Martin Luther, selected 
who cow 06 tn Moanin of ol sides of his life and 
work, translated as Se cane 9 and pro- 

introductions, critical explanatory notes, 
oe en aE eenatien Hy 5 onee of later etches 
with the work since 1910. 

To be the standard edition of Luther 

in the English language. 

Each volume to contain about 400 pages, Crown 8vo. 
Price, per volume, $2.00 net 


Philadelphia. The A. J. Holman Co. 


The Retired Minister 


His Claim Inherent— Foremost— Supreme 

BY JOSEPH B. HINGELEY 
Articles by the great leaders of Ministerial Relief of 
all Denominations. Pension plans of Railroads and 
other Corporations. Homiletical treatment of the sub- 
ject. Statistics. World-wide information relating to 
ensions by Churches, Governments and Institutions 














Contributors : . Foulkes, Dr. te Marion 
Harland, Dr. Sweets, Presbyterian ; M lure, 
Episcopal ; . Stewart, Southern iecthodiee: Drs. 





Loomis and Rice, Congregational ; Dr. Ma atteson, 
Baptist; Dr. Wortman, Reformed (Dutch); The Bish- 
ops aud Dr. Hingeley, "Methodist. 

600 pages, over too iliustrations. Price $1.00. 
Postage 15 cents. Send orders to THE RETIRED 
MINISTER, 1018 S. Wabash Ave., Room 400, Chicago, Ill, 


MUCH FOR LITTLE 
GET IT—SURE! 


For only 35 cts. we send free, prepaid, our New, artis- 
tic, beautiful Home Department Complete Roll and 
Honor Roll Combined” Don’t expect much of your 
Home Departmen so long as you feel it is not worth 
35 cts.! A full dollar would be a small price to pay for 
the publicity and HELP this roll will furnish if used. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Indianapolis, Ind 


SEX KNOWLEDGE : 


** Womanhood.” 
Spooning,” 
struction,” 








Send now only 
e Shannon’s “ Manhood” 
Over 1 es. Ethics of 

c; all three, 6cc. xsuide to Sex In- 
* 266° pages, now soc; all for, only $1.00, 
penpals, Greatest opportunity for ogee, van- 

elists, Christian workers, etc. The S. A. Mullikin 
& 490 Union Street, Marietta, Shio 0. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano co 
gan. Williams Piano & OrganCo.,Dept. fT ch 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 4 (1 Sam. 15) 


{ Continued from preceding page) 

til it reached the sky and then they could 
not see it any more. Now what do you sup- 
pose Katie did? Charley told her afterward 
that he expected her to cry, of course, and 
he was so glad when she didn’t. She just 
clap her hands and screamed and 
laughed, and shouted, ‘* Watch it, Charley ! 
Did you see how high it went? Well, it’s 
beaten yours anyway, for it’s touched the 
sky!’ and then they both laughed so hard 
that Uncle Will stuck his head out of the win- 
dow and called, ‘* What’s the matter, Katie? 
What is making you so happy?” 

He was surprised, too, when he found 
that Katie had lost her nice new balloon and 
yet was laughing and not making a cry-face. 
“I think Aunt Annie would like to see you 
and hear what has happened,’’ he said. So 
Charley and Katie ran upstairs to tell Aunt 
Annie, and have another laugh about it 
with her. 

‘Why, of course you’re happy about it, 
Katie, and do you know why?” said Aunt 
Annie when she had heard all about the 
naughty balloon that had raced away so soon 
from Katie. 

‘¢That nice shiny-bright balloon is going 
up, up, up over the house-tops to a little 
poor girl, Oh, she is so poor, and she hasn’t 
pretty clothes, and often she doesn’t get 
enough to eat, and she mever has any new 
toys—just some old broken things that other 
children have thrown into the ash barrel. 
But she has a nice brother who loves her 
just the same as Charley loves you, and they 
two have lots of good times playing together 
with their old broken toys. And now that 
blue balloon is going down, down, down 
right into the street where this little r 
girl and her brother are playing. Just think 
how happy they will be to see something 
really new coming to them. They will sail 
it for a while, but oh! very carefully, for 
they don’t want to lose it, as they know they 
never would be able to get another. And 
when the little girl goes to bed to-night, she 
will take the balloon upstairs to her little 
cold room and tie it right to her bed, and 
pat it and talk to it just as if it was a little 
blue fairy that had come to see her. 
Wouldn’t you like to see this little girl and 
tell her how glad you are that your balloon 
found her after it sailed so far away from 
you?’’ 

**Oh! yes, Aunt Annie. Can’t I go to 
see her to-morrow and take her some nice 
new toys!’’ exclaimed Katie eagerly, and 
then she looked kind of ashamed, for of 
course she knew it was all ‘‘ make-believe.”’ 
But Aunt Annie’s stories always seemed so 
seal that sometimes it was hard to believe 
that they were not ‘‘really and truly and 
so!’’ 

When the Bloo B’loon story was finished, 
Alice looked up and said, *‘Tell it again, 
Mubber.”’ For every little girl knows that 
if a story is worth telling at all it always 
ought to be told right over a second time, 


ROSEMONT, Pa, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 4, 1915. 


Conquering Discouragement (Psa. 27 : 
1-14. Consecration meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon. —Secrets of happiness ( Matt. 5 3-12). 
TuEs,—Try praising (Psa. 100 : 1-5). 
WED.—Try trusting (Psa. 91 : 1-16). 
THURS.—'I ry prayer (Matt. 26: 36-46). 
FRI.—Try serving (John 4 : 31-38). 
SaT.—Try forgetting (Phil. 3 : 13-15). 











Why do you ever feel discouraged ? 
What is your tonic for discouragement ? 
How may we hold discouragement at bay ? 


O ONE need be discouraged because 
he is discouraged. The only man 
who may well feel discouraged is he 

who has never known the feeling of discour- 
agement. That man certainly is failing in the 
most dreadful way, all unconsciously. But 
to feel discouraged is to feel assured that 
one’s ideals have not been Jost, and that 
pride and self-sufficiency, our worst foes, 
have not conquered us. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


t. Remember that the successes of life 
have been won by the men who came up out of 
discouragement. Simon Peter was one of 
these. Out of vacillation and cowardice, 
which sent him out in bitter shame and tears 
into the night, he came back to strength and 
steadfastness and power. The denier be- 
came the fearless preacher, and the unre- 
liable one the rock of reliance. A blind 
man is one of the leaders of the United 
States Senate. The newspapers recently 
told the story of a manufacturer who had 
been put in an asylum, and whose most dis- 


couraging characteristic was his ey 
w 


ment as to his ever getting well, but 
hoped against hope, slowly gained ground, 


and won back the confidence of reason, and |’ 


eut of despair achieved victory. All Chris- 


tian character has to be won against the odds |}; 


of discouragement rejoiced in. 


** And so I live, you see. 
Go th h the world. try, prove, reject, 
Prefer, still struggling to effect 
My warfare ; happy that I can 
Be crossed and thwarted as a man.. .. 
Thank God, no paradise stands barred 
To entry, and I find it hard 
To be a Christian, as I said!" 


2. Think of those who have so much more 
to discourage them than we, and who yet are 
brave and undaunted. ‘There are thousands 
of men and women, young and old, whose 
health is broken, who are barely able to 
make a subsistence, who have no homes, 
and some of them few friends, but whose 
spirits are courageous and who say to their 
hearts, ‘‘ Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul ? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet 

raise him.’’ If they keep a light on their 
aces and a glow in their hearts, what warrant 
have the rest of us for discouragement ? 


< 


3. Answer to the appeal to play the man 
(2 Sam. 10:12). One year in the cricket 
match between Eton and Harrow the score 
at the end of the first day stood Harrow 190, 
Eton 60, Some one tactlessly asked the 
Eton captain, ‘*Aren’t you discouraged ?’’ 
‘*No,’’ was the boy’s manly answer, ‘*1’m 
never discouraged when I’m trying.”” 


4. Draw on the vital help of prayer. And 
Jesus prayed in Gethsemane, and an angel 
of the Lord appeared strengthening him, 


‘* Lord, what a change within us one short 

hour 

Spent in thy presence will prevail to make ! 

What heavy lates from our bosoms take, 

What parched grounds revive as with a 
shower ! 

We kneel, and all around us seems to lower ; 

We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 

Stands forth a sunny outline brave and clear ; 

We kneel, how weak! We rise how full of 
power! 

Why, wherefore should we do ourselves this 
wrong. 

Or others, that we are not always strong ; 

That we are ever overborne with care ; 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 

And joy. and strength and courage, are with 
the 


e1” 
“ 


5. Return upon God who lets discourage- 
ment come upon us as his messenger. Let 
us get back to him, and not be like Absalom 
? Sam. 14:8; Josh. 1:9). God is the 

elivexer of men from all distresses (Psa. 107 : 


6, 13, 19). . 


Whatever our own discouragements, let 
us not make them public. 


Robertson of Brighton was called a man 
who burned his own smoke, 


When we are discouraged we say, ** God 
has forgotten us,’’ when in truth it is we who 
have forgotten God, 


Every discouragement is like a rung on a 
ladder, It is for us to put our foot on and 
rise from. 


Discouragement says, *‘ You can’t.”* Its 
antidote is to say, ‘‘ I know it, but God can.’’ 


wr 


** How to Speak Without Notes" is a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strotgest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 10371 Walnut Street, Phila. 
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Let Your Easter Gift be 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 





The mistakes made in translating from the original 
manuscripts in the King James (1611) Version and 
misunderstandings because of changes in the mean- 
ing of words during 300 years, are corrected in the 
American Standard (1901) Version, 


The best version of the Scrip- 
tures in any language 


The American Revision Committee had for reference 
older and more authentic manuscripts, and also had 
the benefit of the many important tablets and papyri 
unearthed from long buried cities during the last 300 
years, and deciphered by the greatest scholars. 

The American Standard Bible is fast growing in popular 
favor, and is used and recommended by the greatest Biblical 
Scholars, Colleges, Universities and Theological Seminaries, and 
is the basis for the Uniform and Graded Lessons now in general 
use in the Sunday Schools of all denominations. 





Made in every style to meet every want. Prices from 
35 cents up. Ask your Bookseller, or send to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers 
381A Fourth Avenue, - “ - - New York 
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 


A HARMONY oF THE FOUR GOSPELS Lorgest Made. sie web ow thick. 
By Professor E. s. Young Made of oak, beautifully grained and polished, So 


pa ree yy + can be — 
An indispensable book for the Minister and Bible withdrawn an ard used for general announceé- 
Student, coming at the most opportune time to meet Price, $3.50. elivery extra. 

the uirements of Christian werkers in their study 


1 Books of the Bible (Chart) 
of the Bible, Size, 40x60 inches. In colors, $2.00, prepaid. 
This book contains a systematic arrangement of the In black and white, $1.50, prepaid. 
Saviour's life and teachings. It is divided into Class Charts Size omen 
nine periods, and each period has a map on which the ize, 16x24 inches. 
events are located and the journeys.of Jesus shown. Old Testament St. Paul’s Travels 
It has 160 events, from the Birth'to the Ascension. New Testament All Bible Lands 


The Script bject found in th oly And Jerusalem 
Sn SS She caine ba B Seteeer une Including case and six charts, prepaid, $2.65. Per 
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different Gospels are placed in parallel columns o: 

page under proper bendings. - ’ Hy single map, tinned top and bottom, postpaid, 50c. 
Hon. M. G. Brumbaugh, Governor of Pennsyl- 

vania, says: ‘‘ I recommend it to all lovers of truth.” MacCALLA & CO., Inc., #7 Deck | 
T; T. Myers, D.D., Professor Theology Juniata = - 








College, Pa., says: “‘ Your ‘ Life of Christ” is compre- 
hensive, accurate and clear.’’ 

This book contains 348 pages, with illustrations 
to add interest to the narrative. Send in your order 
atonce, $1.50, prepaid. Address 


BIBLE STUDENT CO., Claremont, Cal. 


HOME STUDY BY MAIL 
A wonderful Bible Study Course that has helped Aun- 
oon 4 a in al Fay BA country to 8 
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Write for testimonials and free booklet 
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Only Book that Explains Mr. Sunday 


‘Billy Sunday 


THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE 
By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 
AUTHORIZED BY MR. SUNDAY 


Tells the story of Mr. Sunday’s eventful life 
gives a keen of his manner an 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 


methods, and the heart sf his mes- f | in the United States and Canada. These 
sage, arranged subjects, includi his . r 
vivid utterances, his startling e ms and § | rates include postage : 


his homely, Lincoln-like illustrations that add 
to his tremendously earnest appeals. 

Cloth, ly Illustrated, $1. na 
£7.00. “Y, Prati omnes y os the ph wsh#rs, 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., PHILADELPHIA 


PUBLISHERS OF ‘‘ INTERNATIONAL "’ SERIES OF BIBLES. 
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ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 
Home Economics, so2 W. 69th St., Cuicaco, It. 


EXPEGT REVIVAL? fiespacapt'co zon 


Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a pack- 
address, $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy,, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies gona will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


| THE SunDAy SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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WHAT IS 
AN INTERNAL BATH ? 


BY R. W. BEAL 


UCH has been said and vol- 
umes have been written de- 
scribing at length the many 
Dede kinds of baths civilized man 
has indulged in from time to 
Every possible resource of the 
human mind has been brought into play 
to fashion new methods of bathing, but 
strange as it may seem, the most im- 
portant, as well as the most beneficial 
of all baths, the ‘‘Internal Bath,” has 
been given little thought. The reason 
for this is probably due to the fact that 
few people seem to realize the tremen- 
dous part that internal bathing plays 
in the acquiring and maintaining of 
health, ; 

If you were to ask a dozen people to 
define an internal bath, you would have 
as many different definitions and the 
probability is that not one of them would 
be correct. To avoid any misconception 
as to what constitutes an internal bath, 
let it be said that a hot water enema is 
no more an internal bath than a bill of 
fare is a dinner. 

If it were possible and agreeable to 
take the great mass of thinking people 
to witness an average post mortem, the 
sights they would see and the things 
they would learn would prove of such 
lasting benefit and impress them so pro- 
foundly that further argument in favor 
of internal bathing would be unneces- 
sary to convince them. 

Unfortunately, however, it is not pos- 
sible to do this, profitable as such an 
experience would doubtless prove to be. 
There is, then, only one other way to 
get this information into their hands 
and that is by acquainting them with 
such knowledge as will enable them to 
appreciate the value of this long-sought- 
for health-producing necessity. 

Few people realize what a very little 
thing is necessary sometimes to improve 
their physical condition. Also, they 
have almost no conception of how a little 
carelessness, indifference or neglect can 
be the fundamental cause of the most 
virulent disease. For instance, that 
universal disorder from which almoect all 
humanity is suffering, known as ‘ con- 
stipation,”’ ‘*auto-intoxication,” ‘* auto- 
infection,” and a multitude of other 
terms, is not only curable but preventa- 
ble through the consistent practice of 
internal bathing. 

How many people realize tiat normal 


functioning of the bowels and a clean 
intestinal tract make it impossible to 
become sick? ‘Man of to-day is only 
fifty per cent efficient.” Reduced to 
simple English this means that most 
men are trying to do a man’s portion of 
work on half a man’s power. This ap- 
plies equally to women, 

That it is impossible to continue to do 
this indefinitely must be apparent to all. 
Nature never intended the delicate hu- 
man organism to be operated on a hun- 
dred per cent overload. A machine 
could not stand this and not break down 
and the body certainly cannot do more 
than a machine. There is entirely too 
much unnecessary and avoidable sick- 
“hess in the world. 

How many people can you name, in- 
cluding vyourself,. who are physically 
vigorous, healthy and strong ? The num- 
ber is appallingly small. 

_Itis not acomplex matter to keep in 
condition but it takes a little time and in 





time. 


these strenuous days people have time 
to do everything else necessary for the 
attainment of happiness but the most 
essential thing of all, that of giving their 
bodies their proper care, 

Would you believe that five to ten 
minutes of time devoted to systematic 
internal bathing can make you healthy 
and maintain your physical efficiency 
indefinitely ? Granting that such a sim- 
ple procedure as this will do what is 
claimed for it, is it not worth while to 
learn more about that which will accom- 


plish this end? Internal Bathing will 


do this and it will do it: for people of all 
ages and in all conditions of health and 
disease. 

People don’t seem to realize, strange 
to say, how important it is to keep the 
body free from accumulated body-waste 
(poisons), Their doing so would pre- 
vent the absorption into the blood of the 
poisonous excretions of the body and 
health would be the inevitable result. 

If you would keep your blood pure, 
your heart normal, your eyes clear, your 
complexion clean, your mind keen, your 
blood pressure normal, your nerves re- 
laxcd and be able to enjoy the vigor of 
youth in your declining years, practice 
internal bathing and begin to-day. 

Now that your attention has been 
called to the importance of internal 
bathing, it may be that a number of 
questions will suggest themselves to 
your mind. You will probably want to 
know WHAT an Internal Bath is, WHY 
people should take them, and the WAY 
to take them, These and countless 
other questions are all answered in a 
booklet entitled ‘‘ THE WHAT, THE 
WHY and THE WAY OF INTERNAL 
BATHING,” written by Dr, Chas. A. 
Tyrrell, the inventor of the “J. B. L. 
Cascade,” whose lifelong study and re- 
search along this line make him the 
pre-eminent authority on this subject. 
Not only has internal bathing saved 
and prolonged Dr. Tyrrell’s own life, but 
the lives of a multitude of hopeless indi- 
viduals have been equally spared and pro- 
longed. The book contains a vast amount 
of practical information to the business 
man, the worker and the housewife ; 
all that is necessary to secufe this book 
is to write to Dr, Charles A. Tyrrell at 
Number 134 West 65th Street, New 
York City, and mention. having read 
this article in The Sunday School Times, 


and same will be immediately mailed to 
you free of all cost or obligation. 

Perhaps you realize now, more than 
ever, the truth of these statements, and 
if the reading of this article will result 
in a proper appreciation on your part of 
the value of internal bathing, it will 
have served its purpose, at you 
will want to do now is to avail yourself 
of the opportunity for learning more 
about the oo ge and your writing for 
this book will give you that informa- 
tion. Do net put off doing this, but 
send for the book now while the matter 
is fresh in your-mind. 

‘** Procrastination is the thief of time,” 
A thief is one who steals something. 
Don’t allow.procrastination to cheat you 
out of your opportunity to get this valu- 
able information which is free for ‘the 
asking. If you would be natural, be 
healthy. “It'is unnatural to be sick. 
Why be unnatural, when it is such a 
simple thing to be well? (Advt-) 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








HE week we are entering upon is the 
greatest week of the year to millions 
of Christians, and has been a blessed 

week throughout the history of the Christian 
Church. ne resurrection joy should be 
ours every Lord’s Day, but the special les- 
sons of the resurrection may come to us with 
new and vivid remembrance during these 
days which so signally lead up toit. In the 
life of our Lord those days were crowded 
full of events and experiences which called 
forth his keenest sympathy and deepest 
thought. ‘Temporal recognition and influ- 
ence yielded to permanent power and eter- 
nal values. He lived and died for the whole 
world that wonderful week. He looked be- 
vond the present longings and desires of those 
who surrounded him, and saw the far-view of 
the world’s need, and his power to save all 
people of all ages. 

We must try this week to be with him in 
thought and purpose. To join the happy 
throng who welcome him and would crown 
him King; to sit with him at his table; to 
go with him.to the garden; to suffer with 
him as he prays; to watch with him when 
the eyes of his chosen ones are heavy; to 
see him betrayed and denied; to see him in 
that unjust judgment hall. We must see 
again his patience and forgiveness and long- 
suffering. We must follow him to the hill 
outside the city as he bears his cross and 
recéives the insults and indignities of men. 
And then we must see him crucified, hang- 
ing on the cross of the sinners of the world. 
We must again see him, taken from the cross 
and placed in the tomb, and then recall what 
that day of silent, dark sorrow and death 
meant to his mother and friends, Then we 
too can hasten to his tomb on the first day of 
the week, and know the joy of his resurrec- 
tion, 





March 29 to April 4 
Mon.—1 Sam. 13 : 10-23. 
Saul Rejected by the Lord. 

The lesson of obedience is very strikingly 
shown in this Scripture, and this lesson is 
sorely needed to-day. No sacrifices nor 
gifts which we make can amend for the 
wrong we wilfully do nor for our failure to 
obey God’s definite commands. Saul’s posi- 
tion and influence did not save him, but 
rather emphasized his wrong. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for help 
to do always those things which please him. 
Prav for obedient hearts; pray for willing, 
happy hearts, ever ready to obey immediately, 
Pray that we may never value the possessions 
of life so much that we forget that the ways 
and means of obtaining them mean more 
than having them, 

Tues.—1 Sam. 15: 1-9, Saul’s Disobedience. 

Obedience is not doing part of what God 
tells us to do, but doing it all, and doing it 
fully. If we have neglected to do as we have 
been told, we are very liable to excuse our- 
selves as Saul did, and to refrain from telling 
the truth, Disobedience leads to other sins, 
but all these sins will be discovered. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Remember in pub- 
lie prayer with your family the wonderful 
lessons of the spring season. How nature is 
speaking to us in the bursting bud and b/os- 
soming flower, and in the singing of birds 
of the new life which we have in Christ, Pray 
that this week the great resurrection truth 
may find place in many hearts. 

Wed.—1 Sam. 15 : 24-31. 
The Kingdom Taken from Saul. 

God trusts those who obey him, but rejects 
and dishonors those who disobey. Saul fol- 
lowed his own wish and failed to obey God, 
and thus lost the kingdom. Sin brings itsown 
reward. The sinning soul is rejected because 
its own sin condemns it. God honors and 
loves obedience. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that God's 
Holy Spirit may teach us all the lessons 
which are contained in the Word of God. 
Ask God that each one in the home and 
within the circle of the home’s friendship 
may become more faithful students of the 
Bible, may take more time to. read it; and 
prise its teaching and truth. 

Thurs.— Prov. 3: 11-26. 
Wisdom through Discipline. 

We often complain because we have to 
learn so much by experience, but the fact 
really is that many of us do not learn by ex- 
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perience after all. We discover the errors 


of life, but even this discovery does not keep 
us from falli in and again, ‘* Happy is 
the man that Bin eth wisdom.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for wisdom 


| to think before we act, to stop and consider, 


Pray for common-sense to go steadily instead 
of swiztly. Pray for patience and consider- 
ateness, Ask the Master for the sense of his 
presence that we may always feel peaceful. 
Pray for evenness of temperament, 


Fri.—1 John2: 1-11. Blessedness of Obedience. 
The habit of strict obedience may be ac- 
uired, just as other habits, Recently a sol- 
ier united with our church, When I ad- 
dressed him in the Session meeting, he 
quickly arose, walked to my chair, and said, 
** Yes, sir.’”? He was ready for orders.- He 
was trained in the habit of obedience. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask for the spirit 
of deep devotion to-day, the day that com- 
memovates the death of our Lord, Spend 
time to-day (more than usual if you can) in 
stlent heart-searching prayer, If we go to 
the cross with our Saviour, wecan the more 
readily gain his risen joy. 


Sat.—Deut. 6: 1-9. Obedience Rewarded. 

We cannot keep God’s commands too 
much before us, nor before our children. 
The blessedness of obedience is so great that 
we should ever call God’s commands to 
mind, and call attention to the duty and joy 
of obedience, ** Mighty increase,’’ God says. 
shall come to those who obey. him. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in prayer 
those who are still in the darkness of night 
and the tomb. Those who know not, nor 
care to know the risen Saviour. Pray for 
all who know the formal side of worship, 
but have never learned the personal presence 
of the indwelling Christ, 


Sun.—Psalm 1462 1-10. Trust in the Lord. 

‘The lessons of this week just past have 
shown us the weakness of human nature, 
even if man be exalted, as was Saul, to the 
royal throne. But there is no possible failure 
to those who trust in the King of kings. The 
more we trust in God the more we learn to 
trust him, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let the whole spirit 
of your prayer be that of joy,—the joy of 
victory over death and sin, Ask that this 
day may be a day of newness of life through- 
out the whole church of God. That minis- 
ters and missionaries, choirs and Sunday- 
schools, one and all, may sound forth the 
praises of the risen Christ. 





Children Showed It 
Effect of Their Warm Drink in the Morning 


‘A year ago I was a wreck from coffee 
drinking, and was on the point of giving 
up my position in the school room be- 
cause of nervousness, 

“I was telling a friend about it and 
she said, ‘We drink nothing at meal 
time but Postum, and it is such a com- 
fort to have something we can enjoy 
drinking with the children.’ 

‘*T was astonished that she would al- 
low the children to drink any kind ot 
coffee, but she said Postum was not 
coffee, but a most healthful drink for 
children as well as for older ones, and 
that the condition of both the children 
and adults showed that to be a fact. 

‘I was in despair and determined to 
give Postum a trial, following the direc- 
tions carefully. It was a decided suc- 
cess, and I was completely won by its 
rich, delicious flavor. 

‘'In a short time I noticed a decided 
improvement in my condition, and kept 
growing better month after month, until 
now I am healthy, and do my work in 
the school room with ease and pleasure: 
I would not return to nerve-destroying 
coffee for any money.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘*‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
stantly. 30c and soc tins. 


cost per cup about the same. 
‘*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 





—sold by Grocers. 


Both kinds are equally delicious, and 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 4 (: Sam. 15) 
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50. Answering a Wedding 
Invitation 


HAVE great pleasure in receiving the in- 
vitation to your wedding. The young 
man who has been happy enough to win 

yon is a very worthy man, one whose life has 
already been full o good service, and gives 
promise of still enlarged honor and usefulness, 

I congratulate him on the wisdom he has 
shown in finding the best woman in the world 
for a wife. May God bless you and prepare 
you in every way for the happiness and the 
new opportunity of doing good upon which 
you are entering. 

You remember that Jesus attended a wed- 
ding at Cana, and added to the gladness of 
the occasion by his first miracle. He will be 
at your wedding too, He was invited to the 
Cana wedding—if he had not been invited, he 
would not have gone. You will invite him 
and he will be present ; then when you bow 
for the Benediction, his hands will be on 
your heads. 

Will you share this letter with Mt.—? . 

I wish you both the sweetest happiness and i 
wedded life rich in all that love can give. 


bd 


51. When Desires Go Unsatisfied 


NOTE thréughout your letter the fact of 
| the intensity of your life. I seem to see 
a noble bird caged, unable to fly away at 
liberty into the air, Your intense nature 
would seem to need the satisfaction which it 
craves. But I want to help you always to 
remember that the place in which God puts 
us, or allows us to remain for any time, is at 
least for the time a place in which we can be 
true and faithful, in which also the discipline 
and the training will prove to be the very best 
for us for our future. 

If your Father wanted you just at this time 
to have the satisfaction which your nature so 
longs for, I think he would have provided 
that you should have it. As you have been 
denied this satisfaction, may you not con- 
clude that your Father knows that it is better 
for a time that you should not haveit? I 
cannot tell why, but possibly your self-disci- 
pline is the object. The noblest attainment 
in life is the acquisition of perfect self-mas- 
tery, perfect self-control. You will remem- 
ber also that this quality is among the fruits 
of the Spirit in Galatians § : 22, 23. The 
word ‘*temperance’’ in our Common Ver- 
sion is really * self-control,’’ as it is in the 
Revised Version. It is worth almost any 
suffering and discipline to get this lesson 
learned, to be perfect master of one’s self, 
to be able to hold the lines and drive the 
spirited chargers on the way, keeping them 
well in hand. Some people, you know, 
never learn this lesson. The horses always 
run away with them, ‘This is the danger of 
an intense nature. 

May I say to you also that the gratification 
which your nature craves so much might 
prove not to yield to you the satisfaction 
which you think now it would have for you? 
I have known many and many a person full 
of eager desires, having these desires fulfilled 
at last and finding only ashes instead of fruit. 
No doubt if the right person came into your 
life as a companion, and you were to marry 
such a one, you would be happy. But, un- 
fortunately, a great many marriages do not 
fulfil the dreams with which they were anti- 





cipated. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from some of the choicest of Dr. Miller’s letters on soul 
problems will be continued in the Times during the early weeks of 1915. 


Let me say to you also what no doubt I 
have said before, that the only way to lead 
one’s self away from unhappiness in such a 
condition as yours is to turn the life more 
and more fully into other channels, This I 
kuow you are trying to do. .Let Christ have 
more of your dhactlse. Give out your life 
more and more fully in the serving of others 
in his name. Paul puts it thus: ** Live by 
the Spirit and you will not fulfil the lusts of 
the flesh,””? That is, the way to conquer the 
lower is to like in the higher. 

You must not be discouraged, however. 
You are doing splendidly. You are learning 
your lesson admirably, If Iam your pastor 
and teacher I say to you very frankly that 1 
am well satisfied with your attainment. Just 
continue in the school of Christ, living near 
to him; subduing yourself and getting the 
mastery over your own life and turning all 
the power of your being into the service of 
him who is your truest and best friend. 


<_0 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


186. Who forbade his descendants to ever 
drink wine, build houses, raise crops, 
or own land ? 


187. In what siege was an ass’s head sold 
for eighty pieces of silver for food, and 
the besieged reduced to such straits 
that women devoured their own chil- 
dren ? 

188. What two men cried out, ** O my father, 
my father, the chariots of Israel and 
the horsemen thereof ’’? 

189. What king killed ten thousand captives 
by hurling them from the tep of a rock ? 

190. How did Elijah pass. from earth to 
heaven ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


181. Jacob (Gen, 28 : 18). 

182. The history of Nathan the prophet, the 
prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and 
the visions of Iddo the seer (2 Chron. 
9 : 29). 

183. Jehu, when he trapped and slew the 
worshipers of Baal in their temple (2 
Kings 10: 18-26). 

184. The five allied kings of the Ammonites, 
after their defeat by Joshua. They 
were brought out, and the captains of 
Joshua’s army placed their feet. upon 
their necks, after which they were slain 
and the bodies hanged on trees until 
sunset, and then burned in the cave 
where they had hidden (Josh. 10 : 17- 
27). 

185. The army of the Syrians who attempted 
to capture Elisha at Dothan. He led 
them to Samaria where they were cap- 
tured by the king of Israel, but fed and 
released at the request of Elisha (2 
Kings 6 : 19-23). 


‘* Just a Minute, by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. It 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 
ing talks. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Jimes Co. 
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bitfemores 
Shoe Polishes 


FINEST QUALITY _ _LARGEST VARIETY 


LUSTRE 


“GILT EDGE, ** the only ladies’ shoe dressin 
positively contains Oil. Blacks, Polishes an 
serves ladies’ and SNC 3 noe 

OSS,'’ roc. 


rubbin 2%, ‘6 arte 
He | . "s ‘liquid form with sponge) 
quickl , Ruy and whitens dirty canvas shoes. 


“OIL PASTE,” Blacks, Polishes and Preserves, 
Large tin boxes with easy cover remover attached. 
Also Recast, ** Oil Paste,”” same size box, each roc. 

“*BABY ELITE "’ combination for gentlemen who 
take pride in having their shoes look Ax. Kestores 
color and lustre to all black shoes. Polish with a 
brush or cloth, ro cents. ** BLITE”’’ size, 25 cents. 

If your dealer does not keep the kind you want, send us 
the ae vk stamps for full size ay charges paid. 


HITTEMORE BROS. & CO. 
20-26 albany Street, Cambridge, Mass. 
The Oldest and Largest Manu were of 
Shoe Polishes in the 
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Syracuse 
University 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Offers, besides the regular College Courses» 
Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engi- 
neering, Architecture, Music, Painting: 
Law, Medicine, Sociology, Pedagogy. 
Agriculture, Photography, and Forestry- 


SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5—Aug. 13 


Catalogue and Bulletin sent on application. 


BECOME 
A NURSE 


E have trained 
thousands of 
m women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
$25 a week as +4) 
Send for ‘‘ How | Bee 
came a Nurse,’’—248 
pages with actual ex- 
periences. 48 tllustra- 
ted lesson pages free. 
There is a Chautauqua nurse in your vicinity. Ask her 
about our training. Tie er address upon request, 

THE Eee Aw UA SCHOOL OF NURSING 
286 Main St. th Year. Jamestown, | N. N.Y. 


New Sets Lantern Slides on the European Wa 


Set ‘A,’ * 50 slides, plain, ‘‘25c’’; colored, ‘‘50c 
Set met 8 slides, plain, “‘25c’’; colored, “300.” 
Se Set “C,” eace an Arbitration, 5° slides, plain 
**esc’’; colored, ‘‘soc.’ 
FOR SALE OR RENT 
Price, plain slides, perset. .. 6. - ee ess $10.00 
To rent, per week, perset. ....+.5-++-: 


3-50 
WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc., 


wSiiges, Eau: Movin pictures ay 




















Educational Films, Scree 
Dept. A -A: | 918 Chestnut Street, ‘Philadephia 
BILLY SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 


Great Cogeenty for man or woman to make big 
money seuall y liberai Mog Spare time may be 
used. Particulars and samples free. 


Universal Bible House, 680 Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 


DON'T BE FOOLISH Asay cement 


_uatt Somes” has plenty 162, M janila cover 35.00 


r $8.00 15.00 100, 
Evengelt Publishing Go. Lakestte Bids *Onlosge, ° 

















Boston 


Garter 
Kiera 


An essential detail of correct Easter 
dress for men is the sifk Boston Garter. 
Ask your dealer to show you this grade. 


socents’ EVERYWHERE 5 com. 






Suip 


FOR ALL THE FAMILY 





GEORGE FROST CO., MAKERS, BOSTON 


OBLONG RUBBER BUTTON 
HOSE SUPPORTER 
FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
The tops of even the sheerest hose will not 
“start” if secured by the HZe<fews Rubber 
Button Clasp. To avoid “drop stitches” be 
sure your corsets are fitted with Je.” 
Hose Supporters. 





















The American od t 
Sunday-School Union. 


91 Years in the Work 
1. Establishing Sunday-schools. 
2. Publishing and Selling Literature and Supplies. 


Should not our experience be of value to you ? 

Let us know your Sunday-school needs. We can supply them. 
f will find the 

It is FREE 





If not published or manufactured by us, we 
Do you want a sample copy of 


article for you. 
Send for 100-page Catalogue. 
Union Bible Pictures? 
Series |—-Ilustrating Old Testament. 


Do you want a copy vf 
Union Lesson Guide and 
Golden Text Book for 1915? 















Gives Daily H Readings for the . } : 
centin the entire books toot which — i oe er comma 
the lessons are chosen, and Other Valu- Price of each series, $1.50. Deliv 
able Features for Sunday-school Workers. ered anywhere in United States. 
It is yours for the asking. A postal card request brings it. 
gap THs is JT = Regular Price, 
75 cents per year 
The TEACHER’S HELP oe 
WIDE AWAKE Wrst _ seg States. 
Sunday-School #) Special Offer 
Teachers Ga to readers of "S. S. Times" 
Find help in it Until March 30, 1915, 
for them. (. i we will noo subscrip- 
So may you. ic acy 15 Sn Trion] tons at cents per copy 


= per year. 
Reduced facsimile ; 


Why nor try it for a while? ,_, Reduced facsimile; |= = To Canada Post Offices, 62 certs. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
cots Chestnut Street (THE UNION PRESS) Philadelphia, Penna. g 
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apse but the very spirit of 
i 











Following in New Cities the Miracle 
News of the Sunday Sawdust Trail 


Live Wires of Bible Class Work 


Answers by Experts 
in the monthly " Workers’ Bureau of Information." 


A 


FEW 


A Telephone Manager’s 
Capture of a Cuban City 
A startling story from life of a Cuban "Christian 


from the Housetop." 


“The Enchanted Ground 

of Higher Criticism” 
telling the story of an American student in a 
foreign university. 

A Lawyer Speaks to Preachers 
For the first time in the history of the famous 
Lyman Beecher Lectureship at Yale the lectures 
on preaching will be delivered this spring by a 
layman, George Wharton Pepper, LL.D., of 
Philadelphia, a lawyer of nation-wide reputation. 
Immediately following these lectures the heart of 
them will appear senally in The Sunday School 
Times exclusively. The value of these articles to 
ministers and lay preachers 1s almost inestimable. 


The Sunday School Times is offering an introductory subscription rate of 
twenty-five cents for three months or fifty cents for six months. This offer 
will enable many who are not yet subscribers to secure these noteworthy 
articles at a very trifling cost. Can you not call some person's attention to 
this offer this week by showing him this announcement—or better yet— 
send us twenty-five or fifty cents (stamps or silver), and instruct us to send 
the paper for three or six months. 


FEATURES 
OF 
THE TIMES, 
APRIL 
TO 
OCTOBER, 

1915 : 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 


1031 Walnut Street, - e ‘ 











Everyday Life in the Holy. Land 
(by the Rev. James Neil, M. A.) aims at 
three things: to convey not mpg ee ap- 

alestine 
fe; to furnish an effective aid to serious 
— of the Palestine customs reflected in 
the Bible ; and to present an attractive gift- 
book, ‘lhe pictures are by artists ol sym- 
pathetic toward Palestine life; the letter- 
press added to these pictures does give 
about the most correct idea of life in the 
Holy Land to be obtained without residence. 
And altogether the book will make a very 
acceptable gift-book. (Cassell, $2.50). 


Syria, the Land of Lebanon (By 
Lewis Gaston Leary, Ph, D.).—A picturesque 
and truthful description of the landscape and 
life of Syria is given in this handy volume 
of two hundred pages and thirty illustra- 


| tions. The book brings together the past 


history and present conditions of the land, 
and also touches upon the social, educa- 
tional, and missionary influences that are 
‘shaping the Syria of the near future. The 
author acts as an intelligent guide to Beirut, 
Damascus, Baalbek, Palmyra, and other 
Syrian towns, and like an observant and 
sympathetic saddle-companion describes the 
scenery and associations ot the goodly Leb- 
anon. Along with tne vivid coloring of first 
impressions the book has a quality ot per- 
ception and judgment usually associated with 
a life-time spent in Syria. While the literary 
style and general treatment of the subject 
make it highly interesting to the general 
reader, the book is especially one to be read 
by the student and teacher of the Bible, and 
by those intending to visit the land here de- 
scribed. (McBride, Nast & Co., $1.25 net.) 


The New Testament Period and its 
Leaders (By Frank ‘T. Lee, D.D.).—The 
writer aims to show ** How Chr stianity was 
prepared for, inaugurated, emancipated from 
Judaism and became universal.’”? ‘lhe book 
consists of two Parts; one dealing with the 
New Testament period, and the other with 
the leaders, In the former the discussion 
includes a consideration of the providential 
preparation « f the -wotld for Christ; the his- 
torical, poli ical, and religious Lackground 
of the New ‘Testament, the life and character 
of John the Baptist, and the inauguration of 
Christianity in tlre life of Christ. The second 
part reviews in outline the life of the out- 
standing characters in the New Testament 
who were mainly responsible for the progress 
of Christianity. The last chapter treats in a 
helpful way, ‘*Emancipated Christianity, 
Universal, Final.’”’ While perhaps there is 
| nothing much here that is new, the work has 
been done with care and accuracy. The book 
gives a clear and comprehensive summary of 
the salient facts and truths of early Chris- 
tianity, and is sure to be of service to stu- 
dents (Sherman, French &Co., $1.35 net). 


When I Was a Boy in Palestine (By 
| Mousa J. Kaleel).—This is ** the Land and 
| the Boy.”” Like Thomson’s great work, it 
| gives a sense. of daily actuality to places and 

experiences that are sometimes thought of as 
| having only a Sunday significance, and as 
being more connected with the next world 
than with the present. We are aptto regard 
the men and women of the Bible as having 
consciously lived for the sake of supplying 
text, and we come to value their lives as we 
do that of the coffee-bean, because of the 
benefit accruing to others, The Boy in Pal- 
estine is a real boy with red fez and red cor- 
puscles, and the story of his Oriental home, 
and school-days, and social surroundings, is 
| told in an interesting and simple manner. 
‘The bock would prove a helpful addition to 
a Sunday-school library. 

In a second adaition attention will no 
doubt be paid to the numerous mistakes, 
probably due to carelessness in proof-read- 
ing, in the Arabic quotations. For example ¢ 
on page 77 the twice-repeated call of the 
niuezzin-from the mosque ‘* Come to prayer ”’ 
is wrongly translated ; on page 93 siray is 
given for sirag; on pege 94 thalyoon for 
ghahoon ; on page 109 ‘uh for #25; on page 
111r hkamit for hamil, walan for walan, 
khaye for khayr; on page 821 deenn for 
deenu. (Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Co., 68 
cents postpaid.) 

The Immovable East (By Philip J. 
Baldensperger).—The title is a large and 

















‘loose Oriental cloak. covering rather than 
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binding together all that is underneath its 
folds, The name is sufficient to give a ho- 
oo " character to me aed be yee de- 
ta peasant, pasto a ty life in 
Palestine, ‘These details account for the 
title inasmuch as they deal with a life that 
completed long ago its 3 pomaygg. Farge Soe 
to surrounding circumstances, e author’s 
sympathy is with the old customs, and the 
impression of the book is that the introduc- 
tion of modern improvements is an act of 
desecration. It also méans degeneration, 
like cross-breeding in the pedigree of Arab 
mares, 

In the autobiography of the Arab dog 
Lail, and in the Animals’ Conference, the 
narrative assumes a higher literary form, but 
the chief charm of the book lies in its inti- 
macy with peasant life, and in the of 
Bible illustration that seems too profuse for 
systematic arrangement. With its man 
suggestive details *‘ The Immovable East 
tells of an outward form preserved after the 
higher manifestations of the spirit have died 
out. Inthe camp and village life here de- 
scribed there is nothing in itself beautiful, 
tender, spiritual, self-sacrificing, The tone 
never rises above the degenerate level ot 
selfishness, greed, malignity, and a 
with regard to which religion claims the help 
of providence as a return tor the recitation 
of the creed formula, ‘‘ There is no God but 
God,’’ and as a reward to faith apart from 
the deeds of the law. (Small, Maynard & 
Co., $2.20 postpaid.) 


The Archeology of the Old Testa- 
ment: Was the Old Testament Written in 
Hebrew? (By Professor Edouard Naville, 
D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S.).—After more than 


thirty years of exploration work the distin- | 


guished Egyptologist, Dr. Naville, has writ- 
ten one of the most interesting and sugges 
tive of recent productions from the archeo- 
logical world, Whatever critics of differing 
views may think about his conclusions, the 
decisions at which a man arrives, after a life- 
time of almost unparalleled. opportunities, 
are of the utmost significance, and may not 
be ignored even by those who differ most 
radically from them. Especially is this true 
when the long experience has led him some- 
what to change his former opinions. Pro- 
fessor Naville’s words: ‘*In rejecting the 
philological criticism I have endeavored to 
the best of my ability not to deviate from 
historical facts. This method has led me to 
endorse completely the traditional view as 
to the books of Moses,’’ would be of but 
little weight from a younger man or one with 
little experience, but from one who for more 
than a quarter of a century has stood in the 
very front rank of field archeologists they 
cannot but create a profound impression. 
The thesis of the book is a very simple 
one: that the early portions of Old Testa- 
ment Scripture were written, notin Hebrew, 
but in the cuneiform script and in the Bab- 
ylonian tongue, and that most of the later 
portions were written in Aramaic, and that 
these all were translated into Hebrew at a 
late date, probably in the time of Ezra. The 
argument is an archeological one, but de- 
void of technicalities and easily understood 
by every intelligent Bible student. Ever 
since the discovery of the Tell el-Amarna 
tablets it has been the opinion of some of the 
foremost. archeologists that the early docu- 
ments of the Israelites were written in the 
same language and script as those tablets ; 
that is, in the Babylonian language, as used 
in Palestine, and in the cuneiform script. 
Many will dispute the extension of this idea 
very far along the life of Hebrew literature. 
Jewish scholars are qviite naturally disin- 
clined to give up the idea of a Hebrew orig- 
inal, and with this feeling many others also 
will sympathize, Ardent advocates of the 
colina Hligher Criticism will find the notion 
that they have been exercising their inge- 
nuity, not upon original documents, but 
upon a translation, not a little disconcerting. 
Altogether, Professor Naville wil] not be 
disappointed in the opposition which his 
book so clearly anticipates. Nevertheless, 
his argument is most appealing. This much 
is certain, that he has made a contribution 
toward the solution of the Old Testament 
problem which is essential, which may not 
safely be ignored by any, and which ought to 
be read by every one interested. in Old Tes- 








tament questions. (Revell, $1.50 net.) 
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